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Hi to Everyone,
Two of the black bear safaris, Aug 4 and Aug 12, have been changed to wildflowers and
butterflies safaris up at Mineral King, 30 miles southeast of Three Forks. Yesterday I had a
great half-day of shooting up at Mineral King, in Sequoia National Park. Mineral King is
higher than other car accessible areas of Sequoia, about 7500 feet. The undergrowth is still
lush and green, and the South Fork of the Kaweah River comes tumbling down from even
higher mountains that surround the Mineral King Valley. My first goal was to shoot Black
Rock Falls, a short hike from the road, while the summer flowers were still going strong. I
parked and within 20 yards of the road encountered a hen Sooty Grouse and her 5 chicks,
or poults.
Sooty Grouse in the western mountains and Pacific Northwest, and Dusky Grouse in the
Rocky Mountains both used to be one species - Blue Grouse. But the ornithologists
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decided in 2006 they were unique enough to be separate species. This was my first
encounter with a grouse in California. I've shot lots of Dusky, Sage, Ruffed, and Spruce
Grouse over the years - but I've come up empty on Sooty Grouse - until now.
The hen was making a low, calm, hooting sound, and from inside the surrounding bushes
came a higher-pitched answering call from the poults. I could hear them, but not see
them. The hen stood boldly in the open, then jumped up on a rock to call her babies. I
moved slowly shooting video with the D4S with a 24-120 lens on the tripod, and the 70200 F2.8 on my D500. For once I was glad I didn't have the 500mm lens along, it would
have been too much lens for this grouse just 10-12 feet away. I was able to shoot about 4
minutes of video and about 400 still images. Check out the video I put on YouTube
(LINK).
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I finally finished the 200-yard hike up to Black Rock Falls and, armed with a polarizer for
both my wide-angle lenses, was able to shoot before the rising sun cast light into the rocks.
I drove to the end of the road at the trailhead and worked my way along the creek in the
middle of the valley. Bear sign was everywhere, but with the rising sun, the meadows were
suddenly filled with birds, butterflies, and wildflowers. It took me three hours to drive the
next mile back down the road the way I came. In every small meadow, a different group of
wildflowers had attracted a different group of butterflies - from blues, whites, and sulfers,
to swallowtails, admirals, and fritillaries. While I mainly used my 60 macro lens, the 70200 was good for the butterflies that never let me get close. The only thing I really missed
was my 12mm extension tube that would have allowed the 70-200 to focus closer than 3
feet.
Butterfly photography is a chase supreme. The field of flowers might only be 30 feet
across, but if it wasn't for my plumber's kneepads, I would have left exhausted and with
bloodied knees - instead of just exhausted.
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Mineral King was cool, and with it being just 72 miles from my house it was a relatively
short, though tortuous, drive. The Silver City cafe is open and really the only place to get a
snack, so bring your lunch and snacks for a better selection. The final 30 miles is single
lane, alternating between asphalt and dirt, and twisty - but the pay-off is worth it. It's no
wonder that Walt Disney wanted to build a ski resort in the Mineral King valley back in the
60's. Luckily for us, other than summer cabins, the extreme cost of building an all-season
road finished Disney's dreams for a Park City-type resort - so it remains a photography
(and hiking) destination for us. Click this Safari Link to check the particulars - LINK.
BIRD SAFARIS
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Bosque del Apache Bird Safari Wednesday, December 2-4 (LINK)
WILDLIFE SAFARIS
Sequoia Wildflowers and Butterflies August 4 (LINK)
Sequoia Black Bear Safari August 6 (LINK)
Sequoia Wildflowers and Butterflies August 12 (LINK)
Bobcat Safaris September 16-17, October 14, October 19-20, November 11, 16-17 (LINK)
Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari October 4-9 (LINK)
LANDSCAPE SAFARIS
Colorado Fall Landscape Safari September 28-October 2 (LINK)
Southern Utah Fall Landscape/Wildlife Safari October 26-29 (LINK)
Wildlife photography is tough, but the rewards for those hours in the field chasing the next
encounter can never be taken from you. What's around that next corner is always amazing
and you should be a part of it.
Kind Regards,
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