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Hi to all,
Amid the frigid days of the winter Yellowstone/Grand Teton Wildlife Safari we had an amazing
encounter. While up in Yellowstone for that part of the safari we heard that a mountain lion had
killed a deer in Jackson, Wyoming and was fairly visible. On our travel half-day from Gardiner, MT
to Jackson, WY for that part of the safari, we were slowed by Teton Pass being closed due to
avalanches. We drove south to Alpine, then followed the Snake River to Jackson. As we arrived
in town we saw about 75 photographers standing across the street from our hotel, the Super 8,
watching for the mountain lion on High School Butte - a steep hill bordering the road.
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This photograph, taken by John Klenke, shows our group (left to right) me, Kate Klenke, Ed
Hughes, Gary Kunkel, and Jim Woodward. Notice the numbers and arrows in the image in red.
#1 Circle shows the Juniper tree that the mountain lion spent a lot of time hiding behind. The
Arrow between #1 and #2 is the direction the lion would take to the mule deer carcass buried in
the snow (#2). #3 Circle shows where the lion was hiding on our third day of seeing it, with the
arrow showing the travel direction it took to the carcass. The #1 circle where the lion spent its
time hiding was about 100 yards away, and the #3 circle where it spent the last day hiding was
about 60 yards away.
It's not often you can photograph a mountain lion 100 yards from your hotel, next to a Maverick
Gas Station where you could use the bathroom and buy more hot chocolate or coffee, all while
getting 4 bars of phone coverage. You can see we are bundled up, with temps running from 0 to
22 degrees. We stood there for 10.5 hours waiting for the lion to descend (#1 to #2) - to the
kill. On the first day after being spotted the lion was photographed in full light chasing magpies
away from its kill, but after that (on all the days we were there) it came out of cover only after
sunset, in darkness.
But this was a mountain lion so it was time to test the upper limits of high iso shooting on our dslr cameras in order to capture at least some images when it finally came out. It was a rare,
exciting, to-hell-with-the-cold experience that none of us will ever forget.
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The image above was taken at iso 51,200 in complete darkness. The snow reflected what little
light shone on the mountainside - mainly from city lights and passing vehicles. Careful white
balancing, exposure adjustment, noise reduction (and it was very noisy) and sharpening, and
some slight blurring in the fur resulted in this barely acceptable image of the lion descending the
hill to its kill. Like my buddy Ed Hughes said from his hospital bed the next day after coming
down with pneumonia, "it's a mountain lion, and we killed it", meaning we made the most of the
opportunity. Some things are worth the sacrifice of capturing this rare an image - and I know Ed
thought that. Just to report on his health as many of you have participated in safaris with him, he
is doing great and out of the hospital today (January 14) and due fly home from Jackson on
Thursday. My hat goes off to Captain Ed for his courage and perseverance under extremely
adverse conditions.
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On the second day, after the aforementioned 10.5 hours of standing in frigid cold temps waiting
for the lion to descend to the kill, the late afternoon light finally penetrated the overcast and
angled across the face of the mountain bathing the mountain lion in warm light. It was nice
enough to move to the side of the tree roots and stare down at the photographers, probably
thinking we didn't really see it.
We learned a few things about mountain lions with this encounter. This lion never moved more
than 40 yards away from its kill - meaning if you find a lion kill that isn't completely eaten then
the cat is probably close by. We learned they dislike moving in the light, and will wait for
darkness to return to the kill, thinking the night cloaks their movements. We learned they are not
afraid to be around people, even large groups of people if they feel safe in their hiding spot. We
learned that they are nearly invisible, even when you are looking directly at them - their
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camouflage is that good.
Some of the other images from the Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari are in the gallery
section of the newsletter. Even days later I can still feel the excitement of looking into the face of
this lion, one of the pre-eminent predators in North America. Oddly, I shot my other lion (among
the 9 I've seen now) in Yellowstone on this same safari last year.
The final mountain lion image, below, was at #3 circle location and proved to be elusive to see
even when you were looking directly at it, only about 60 yards away.

I shot hundreds of images in the darkness - when the lion was in the open crossing the snow to
the kill. Most were blurry and easy to edit out. My biggest problem was the camera/lens
focusing in nearly complete darkness. Manually focusing through the viewfinder was too
cumbersome and inaccurate. It finally occurred to me that I could use the LiveView feature and
manually focus the lens to get a more accurate level of focus. To some degree that worked, but
the blisteringly high iso settings and the lion's continual movement just caused too much blur at
shutter speeds as low as 1/8 second at f4. My final attempts came at iso 10,000 - with my hope
of a sharp image at lower iso's if I shot enough - I kept 3 reasonable shots out of nearly 300. But
like Ed, I was determined and persistent under extremely adverse conditions. BRP

. . . If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and
endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a
success unexpected in common hours. Henry David Thoreau
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image was taken on the Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safari. (LINK)

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2019/2020 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these
events. Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks.

2020 Safari Schedule
Jan 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (SOLD OUT)
Jan 18 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
Jan 20 CA Coast Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Jan 21 Pennisula Camera Club Show
Jan 27-29 Klamath Falls Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Feb 3-4 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 5 Morgan Hill Camera Club Show
Feb 10 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 12-13 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 17-19 Utah Raptors-Eagles-Owls Safari (LINK) 2 Openings
Feb 24-26 San Diego Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Feb 27-28 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 29 Yosemite Winter Safari (LINK)
Mar 1 California Coast Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Mar 2 Channel Islands Gray Fox Safari (LINK)
Mar 4 South County Camera Club (Mission Viejo) Show
Mar 8-9 2-day Bobcat Safari SOLD OUT
Mar 21 Hummingbird Safari (LINK)
Mar 23 Oso Flaco / Santa Margarita Birds Safari (LINK)
Apr 12 Southern CA Bird Safari (LINK)
Apr 21 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)
Apr 27 Laguna Woods Camera Club (Laguna Hills) Show
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May
May
May
May

1 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)
3-5 Morongo Valley Bird Safari (LINK)
11-14 Southern Utah Spring Safari (LINK)
27-31 Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

1-5 Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)
6-10 Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)
16 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
21 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
22 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
29 Black Bear Safari (LINK)

July
July
July
July

6-7 2-day Snowy Plover Safari (LINK)
12 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
13-14 2-day Black Bear Safari (LINK)
27-30 Glacier National Park Safari (LINK)

Aug 6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 24-27 Mt Evans/Rocky Mtn NP Safari (LINK)
Sep 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Sep 28-Oct 2 Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari (LINK)
Oct 4-9 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Oct 19-20 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Oct 26-29 Southern Utah Fall Safari (LINK)
Nov 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Nov 23-24 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Dec 2-4 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
Dec 6-9 Texas Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Dec 15-17 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)

Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Wildlife Safaris
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Final Notes
There are lots of great wildlife safaris coming up in the next few months, of particular note are
the Klamath Wildlife Safari (LINK) at the end of this month with one opening, the San Diego
Wildlife Safari (LINK) at the end of February with two openings, and the spring Yellowstone
Wildlife Safaris (LINK) - simply the finest wildlife photography in North America.- that still has a
couple of openings in each 5 day safari.
The mountain lion reminds me of the possibilities that can come to all of us if we keep at the
chase, enduring long days, many cold or hot days, and hours in the vehicle trying to cross paths
with the subjects we seek. While all the safaris I do are at the best locations at peak times having encounters like the mountain lion encounter a few days ago, or the lynx a few years ago
on the fall Colorado Safari, or so many others come because I stay at it and don't give up. Many
of you know that there are many average days in the field in between the miraculous
encounters. Watching that mountain lion day-after-day was an amazing experience. At the time
of our departure from Jackson, we stopped at the Maverick to fill up the truck. I borrowed John
Klenke's cool stabilized binoculars for a moment and glanced up the mountain once last time. All
the photographers and scopers were gone, abandoning the area. I saw a familiar face peering
through the low roots and branches of the little tree above the mule deer kill - the lion was still
there, now 6 days since the first report. It was lounging behind the tree waiting for darkness to
come when once again it would sneak down to eat within easy distance of the road - a phantom
moving slowly through the shadows. Now, I need another lion encounter to improve on these
images - the difference will be that I'm better prepared and I know what to be looking for the
next time - and I know another encounter is out there.
Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
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1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection that
otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting bigger. Also, I
can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like to do a custom
date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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