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Hi to all,
As happens when I have too much time on my hands between safaris, I've gone back through my
website and added photos to every safari page, image gallery pages, and every one of the other
140 pages. It took about two weeks to finish, but I like the results. I recently did a field
workshop for some national park service members up in Sequoia, then did an online photoshop
class for them as well. I'm still waiting for the Lodgepole Visitor's Center to open in Sequoia so I
can see how they used a couple of the giant composite images I created for them last summer.
There have been a couple of changes to safari dates to note here. The Texas Wildlife Safari has
been changed to March 11-14 to take better advantage of the spring birds (painted buntings, etc)
that come back to Texas in the spring. (LINK) That means that the Bosque del Apache Bird
Safari Dec 2-4 (LINK) no longer requires clients riding with me to go to Texas as well. We return
to California directly on December 5.
The final 4 black bear safaris are coming up in August, though I've shot many on the autumn
safaris I've done in the same areas. (LINK) Speaking of the autumn safaris, I will be making two
trips into the Mineral King area of Sequoia National Park - the first on August 31 and the second
on October 16. (LINK) I've also added two Beginners Workshops to my schedule, both to
traditional spots I've done before - to shoot the Scarecrows in Cambria on October 23, and to
shoot the hand-painted murals in the towns of Exeter and Lindsay on March 21. (LINK)
Each newsletter I try to highlight the best of the upcoming photography safaris. Two weeks ago
it was the Colorado Fall Landscape Safari (LINK) and the Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari
(LINK). In this newsletter, it is going to be the beginning of the Bobcat Safaris in September
(LINK) that run through late February, and the late October Southern Utah Fall Safari (LINK).
California is blessed with the largest population of bobcats in North America. While found
throughout the country, here in California we have a perfect blend of rolling Oak Woodlands and
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the ubiquitous (and slow-moving) California Ground Squirrel. In the area I photograph bobcats
the ranchers try and protect them from hunting and the cat density is very high. While they can
be very elusive, some safari days see sightings of a half dozen or more. My top day in 2019 was
12, in 2013 it was 16. I've also added two 3-day bobcat safaris during the peak months of
December and January, just to give clients more encounters and a better opportunity for that
close shot. I know many clients come from great distances for the bobcats, and this should
increase the odds of that amazing encounter.
The Southern Utah Fall Safari is a return for me to areas I learned my photography skills in. For 5
years I was contributing images to St.George Magazine (1985-1990) and learned every quality
shooting location, and road, throughout the region - including in the famous southwestern parks:
Zion, Bryce Canyon, and Grand Canyon, Without having to spend every second searching for
bobcats (which is intense) this safari is far more relaxing and we travel through visually stunning
red rock country in southern Utah and Arizona. The hotels, gas, and food are inexpensive in this
region.
Throughout my career guiding photo safaris, I've never asked folks to plan very far ahead. The
safaris have always filled up to a reasonable level and without cancelation or change fees, I've
always made it simple and easy to cancel and/or change safaris. This Covid pandemic has slowed
everyone down from planning too far ahead. Foreign travel is almost zero right now and may be
slow well into the future. That gives many of you who regularly travel abroad for photo safaris a
chance to see and photograph some of the top locations and wildlife in the American West.
Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons were relatively empty this spring - not a tour bus in sight.
Most locations (like Yellowstone) and guides (like me) have been using protocols to limit Covid,
and I don't know of a single outbreak with any guide (not considering cruise lines) - which says a
lot about not only the precautions being taken but folks realizing when they aren't feeling well
and staying home, protecting everybody. Thanks to them for that kindness, because it allows
the rest of us to live our lives. BRP

A cynic is a man who knows the price of everything and the value of
nothing. Oscar Wilde
Black Rock Waterfall-Mineral King Wallpaper
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your computer. You
can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px by 1080 px. This
image was taken on the Mineral King Safari (LINK).
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All the currently scheduled upcoming 2020 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these
events. Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks.

2020 Safari Schedule
July 29 Butterflies and Wildflowers (LINK)
Aug 4 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 10 Laguna Woods Camera Club (Laguna Hills) Show
Aug 12 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 25 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 31 Mineral King Safari (LINK)
Sep 15 Pennisula Camera Club Birds Photography Show
Sep 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Sep 25-29 Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari (LINK)
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

5-11 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
14 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
15 Yosemite Fall Safari (LINK)
16 Mineral King Safari (LINK)
19-20 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
23 Cambria Scarecrows Beginners Workshop (LINK)
26-30 Southern Utah Fall Safari (LINK)

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

9 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
20 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
22 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
23-24 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)

Dec 2-4 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
Dec 15-17 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Dec 21 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
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Dec 22-23 Monterey/Big Sur Safari (LINK)
Dec 29 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

2021 Safari Schedule
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

5-6 2-day Bobcats (LINK)
8 California Coast Wildlife (LINK)
11-13 3-day Bobcats (LINK)
18-20 Klamath Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)
25-31 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari (LINK)

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

7 Channel Island Gray Foxes (LINK)
9-10 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
12 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
14-16 Utah Raptors Safari (LINK)
20 Blossom Trail Workshop (LINK)
25-27 San Diego Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

8 Southern California Bird Safari (LINK)
11-14 Texas Bird Safari (LINK)
23 Exeter City Murals Beginner's Workshop (LINK)
29 Great Horned Owl Safari (LINK)

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2 Oso Flaco/Santa Margarita Lake Birds Safari (LINK)
3 Hummingbird Safari (LINK)
12 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)
22 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)

May 2-4 Morongo Valley Bird Safari (LINK)
May 7-10 Southern Utah Spring Safari (LINK)
June 1-10 Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Bobcat Safari Images
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Southern Utah Fall Safari Images
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Photoshop Processing Tip - Layers and the Opacity Setting
Using different Layers in conjunction with the Opacity control for each Layer is an integral part of
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fine-tuning your image processing. And with just a few steps, it is easy to do. Before we start,
have a picture open in the PS workspace.
1) Have the Layers Panel open in your workspace. If it isn't, it can be found under Window >>
Layers. Here is a definition of the tools at the bottom of the Layers Panel.

2) Create a New Layer by either clicking the control (#4) at the bottom of the Layers Panel,
or use the shortcut keys - Ctrl+J
This new layer is called "Background Copy" if you use
the control, and "Layer 1" if you use the shortcut keys, but they are exactly the same.
3) Now you see a copy of the background layer. With it highlighted like this, it is the active
layer you will be working on.
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4) Notice that the Opacity Control for that new layer has a red box around it. With Layer 1
selected, as it is here, make changes to the photo. You could adjust the exposure using
Levels (Ctrl+L) or Curves (Ctrl+M), change the color saturation (Ctrl+U), add contrast, or
sharpen the image.......really anything you want and you don't have to worry about over
doing it.
5) Now click on the down arrow in the Opacity Control Box and a slider appears. The
default setting is 100% - which means you are looking at 100% of the top layer, and none of
the Background layer beneath it.
6) Now reduce the Opacity Control setting below 100% to a point that you like best. For
example, lets say you saturate the colors 10% on this new layer, Layer 1. By using the
Opacity Control you might find that it looks best at 75%, reducing the changed color
saturation about 25%. Now just 75% of the changes appear, and 25% of what you see is
still the bottom, or Background Layer.
7) You can make these subtle Opacity Control changes to every Adjustment Layer you
create along the way to processing this image. The point of using layers and the Opacity
control is to give you greater control over the changes to the image you make. My goal in
processing is always to return the image to how I remember the scene looking when I
photographed it.
8) If you need to do further work on the image - save it as a psd file (Photoshop File) so
you can resume your processing later on, with all your layers present. When you are
satisfied with how the image looks you will need to collapse the layers down to a single layer
in order to save it as a JPG photo file. JPG images can only have 1 layer and must be
reduced to an 8-bit color depth. To collapse the layers back to 1 layer, you can either go to
Layer >> Collapse, or you can use the shortcut key (Ctrl+E) to merge one layer down at a
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time. If this was originally a RAW file, and you processed it in 16-bit or 14-bit color depth,
then go to Image >> Mode >> 8 Bits/channel. Now you can save it as a JPG file.

Final Thoughts
For each safari the levels of difficulty are defined as follows:
EASY - a little walking, no hiking, shooting from the vehicle, or close by the vehicle.
MODERATE - walking, a short distance, minor hiking possible, carrying equipment (tripods).
DIFFICULT - extended hiking, carrying equipment, shooting in the field, strenuous.
With Covid closures coming and going at National and State Parks, I've planned out alternate
locations for every safari that would otherwise be primarily in that particular park. For example, if
Yellowstone were to close again (or it's entrancing) we would shift more time to the Grand
Tetons, as we did this past spring Yellowstone/Grand Teton Safari to great success. If Sequoia
was to close, we would shift to the Mineral King area where summer homes would preclude a full
road closure. Most of my safaris go to regional areas that provide numerous locations to the
subjects we are after.
In my truck (4-door F-150 XLT Super Crew Cab 4x4) I've followed Yellowstone's Covid advice
about having hand sanitizer and wipes at every door, providing masks if requested, and a general
wipe down of the interior with sanitizer after each day. Also, when outside the vehicle for
photography and/or meals, their advice is to have everyone practice social distancing and use
hand sanitizer upon re-entry. With the vast majority of my clients and friends retired - this
provides a safe environment for everyone to continue to enjoy nature photography while
minimizing the risk.
I've always joked with folks about the most important thing I can do as a guide is to return
everyone safely home at the end of the safari - and while I've always meant that in terms of
wildlife, and the length of our shooting days, it's particularly true now.
Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection that
otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting bigger. Also, I
can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like to do a custom
date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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