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Hi to all,
I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy and returning to some sense of normalcy. It has
taken me four days to recover from the Spring Yellowstone/Grand Teton Wildlife Safaris. Thirteen
continuous days of early mornings and late evenings - and awesome animal encounters amid
4500 miles of driving blur. I really have to thank those that overcame any fears and participated
in this safari. All of the group traveling with me did all 10 days, while others came for 5 days.
Like going into your first restaurant to eat after 3 months of take-out, getting back on the road
was therapeutic for me - and the chase was never better. Never.
With the northern areas of Yellowstone closed until June 1, I expected the time in GTNP to drag but I was wrong. Of the 28 grizzly encounters in the first 8 days, 27 were in GTNP, just 1 in YNP.
Over the 10 days of the safari, we spent 3 in Yellowstone, and 7 in GTNP, plus a half-day
following our arrival on May 26th. We had hours-long grizzly encounters, 7 red fox encounters
(including 3 with black Cross Foxes, Red foxes with a dark coat trait) - moose, pronghorn,
coyotes, gray wolves, songbirds, osprey - and some gorgeous landscapes.
For the 3 days in Yellowstone we got up at 2:30am in order to get into selected areas of the park
around sunrise. We photographed gray wolves on all those days with some other critters (like
grizzlies, badgers, eagles, etc) thrown in. So the time was certainly worth it. It has made me
rethink my spring safaris to the point where I'm considering making GTNP an equally important
safari destination. Take a look at a few of the images from GTNP. Below.

Grand Teton National Park
Let's start off with a few of the very best.

RED FOX
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A cross fox (or Silver Fox) is just a red fox with melanistic coat traits that give it a black, or near
black, coat. Sometimes the coat has red showing through the black, other times, like the first
image, the cross fox is nearly pure black with just shedding guard hairs having a slight tint of
red. Getting clean images of a cross fox was number one on my hit list when I knew we would
be shooting in GTNP. GTNP is known for having a population of cross fox, while in Yellowstone
the cross fox is a more rare subject. Other's on my safaris have shot them (that would be you,
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Ed Hughes) but they have successfully evaded me. One running away shot doesn't count.
We also shot a number of red foxes in their traditional red (sometimes almost blonde from
shedding their winter coat) throughout GTNP.

GRIZZLY BEARS
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After a few days counting grizzly encounters kind of became a joke, especially after the first 20.
One day we photographed 7 different grizzlies between 6am and 8:30am. The first two were
three-and-a-half-year-old siblings. Nearly full-grown, we encountered these two grizzlies a
number of times under different conditions, at different times of the day. Most of the bears were
in a four-mile stretch of Highway 89 between the Jackson Lake Lodge (closed for remodeling) and
Colter Bay. Then we encountered a grizzly sow with one coy (cub-of-the-year), who was probably
the mother of the two siblings we had photographed earlier. She had cut them loose in the
summer of 2019 and gone into breeding season, thus with one new cub this year. Finally, we ran
into another sow with two two-year-old cubs who were busy devouring a calf elk that the sow
had killed. This was just before the bridge near Jackson Lake Lodge. From the elevated road we
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shot straight over a marshy pond into the patch of sagebrush where the bears were feeding. We
couldn't see the calf itself, but the grunting, snarling, crunching sounds were horrific as the three
bears finished the elk in just a few minutes.
We first encountered the sibling on the day we arrived in meadows around Pilgrim Creek. As the
days went by more and more mule's ears blossomed in the meadows (arrowleaf balsamroot)
creating a colorful table for the bear's smorgasbord of eatable vegetation.
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We also photographed famous grizzly 399 in GTNP, and saw her four coy - though she had also
killed a calf elk and was busy eating and resting in pretty thick brush - negating any great shots.
Grizzly 399 has become a symbol for grizzlies in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem - at 24 years
old with a score of offspring added to the grizzly population. Today, with 4 coy, she is so popular
that there is a cult following of photographers that shadow her every movement. Literally,
hundreds of Jackson area folks, and many out-of-towners, head out every morning and late
afternoon to try and find her, just her. This horde made waiting for a clear shot intolerable for
me, and after waiting a bit a time or two we would head out for other wildlife encounters.

OSPREY
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Just outside the GTNP, off the Buffalo Valley Road past Moran Junction, is one of the best, most
photographable Osprey nests I've ever shot at. With the road elevated, the nest that sits atop a
power pole is perfectly placed for full-sun in the late afternoon as the birds fly in and out - taking
turns on the eggs (or nestlings) and going on fishing trips. As you can see from the images, it is
a perfect spot with almost any lens. There were a number of late afternoons when we headed to
this spot to photograph these amazing birds. At just 30 yards, this nest is vastly superior to the
Osprey nest in the Lamar River Canyon (at 100+ yards) that we normally would shoot in past
years.

Yellowstone National Park

Gray Wolves
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We made three trips north into Yellowstone National Park - and on everyone of those trips we
photographed gray wolves. The first encounter was at some distance. 8 gray wolves of the
Wapati pack where working Hayden Valley on the east side of the Yellowstone River. While we
photographed them - the range was extreme, at maybe 800 yards. The second encounter was
right after dawn on an elk carcass in the flats at Alum Creek - about 110 yards away. We shot in
near-perfect light as the three wolves worked over the carcass, facing us most of the time. The
last series we got were along Slough Creek. As we dropped off the hill down to the river a black
wolf suddenly appeared about 75 yards south (left) crossing through the small, rolling hills. We
got in position quickly and photographed him crossing a flooded area just off the river. Wow,
beautiful. After crossing he headed towards the Junction Butte pack's densite, crossing a flooded
Slough Creek and heading up the mountain. I had heard that there were 3 active dens in this
pack with a total of 18 puppies. Another wow.

SANDHILL CRANES
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To be honest, sandhill cranes aren't high on my hit list in Yellowstone. I've shot them before with
colts (babies) but this year we had an opportunity to photograph down from a hill into the nest
.... rare. After some time the nesting parent stood up revealing a newly hatched colt, along with
a second egg, as well as the cracked open eggshell of the colt. That made the images clear,
without having to shoot through the reeds that would normally have obscured the nest.

BADGERS
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This was the largest, fattest badger I have ever photographed. He was hobbled by a bad back
leg, but of course, he only needs his front claws to dig out a squirrel - something he was clearly
successful at. This badger was just a mile into Little America, an area I define as bridge-tobridge, the Yellowstone River Bridge (old) to the Lamar River Bridge (new), a distance of about 4
miles or so. Or, as it's become known, the center of the Badger World, with Slough Creek being
added. I've photographed nearly a hundred badgers but the girth of this bad boy was amazing.
https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6…
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He eventually went into a chasm sized hole and disappeared.

Back to Grand Teton National Park

SONGBIRDS
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The songbirds filled in slow photography gaps during the day, and at this time of the year, they
are plentiful and bright in their breeding-season plumage. Yellowstone has an equal number of
beautiful songbirds, but the size of the park makes taking an hour out to photograph them puts
our schedule behind a bit - so these all came from GTNP.

LANDSCAPES
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I shot just over 18,000 images on this set of two 5-day safaris. I'm through the first 5 days of
editing slides down to those I will add to my stock library, and still have 5 days to go - in other
words, there will be more I add - so you might be seeing these spring images for awhile. It's not
until you go through them, image by image, that you find some of the real gems that were
hidden within the whir of the high-speed motordrive.

THE BEST OF THE REST
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It's good to remember that there have been fights much larger than the onw we are in today.

Write something to suit yourself and many people will like it; write
something to suit everybody and scarcely anyone will care for it. Jesse
Stuart
California Indian Pink Wallpaper
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your computer. You
can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px by 1080 px. This
image was taken in Sequoia National Park a few years ago. (LINK)

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6…

22/27

3/28/22, 12:13 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2020 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these
events. Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks.

2020 Safari Schedule
Jun 15-16 2-day Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Jun 21 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
Jun 22 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Jun 25 Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County Show
Jun 29 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
July
July
July
July
July

6-7 2-day Snowy Plover Safari (LINK)
12 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
13-14 2-day Black Bear Safari (LINK) (2 Openings)
21 Sequoia Wildflowers and Birds (Call for information)
27-30 Glacier National Park Safari (LINK) (2 Openings)

Aug 6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 10 Laguna Woods Camera Club (Laguna Hills) Show
Aug 17 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 24-27 Mt Evans/Rocky Mtn NP Safari (LINK)
Sep 15 Pennisula Camera Club Birds Photography Show
Sep 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Sep 28-Oct 2 Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari (LINK)
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

4-9 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
14 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
19-20 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
26-29 Southern Utah Fall Safari (LINK)

Nov 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Nov 20 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Nov 23-24 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6…
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Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

2-4 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
6-9 Texas Wildlife Safari (LINK)
15-17 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
21 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
29 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

2021 Safari Schedule
Jan 5-6 2-day Bobcats (LINK)
Jan 11-13 3-day Bobcats (LINK)
Jan 25-31 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari (LINK)
June 1-10 Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari

Photoshop Processing Tip
In the photography I see online, clearly many people struggle with images that have a color bias,
or tint. The mistake many make is thinking they can either desaturate that color (sometimes
works) or add the opposite color (color wheel) to neutralize the effects. Photoshop gives you an
easy way to reset the colors without any color bias. Here we go.
1. Create a new layer (Ctrl + J on a pc, or Cmd + J on a mac)
2. Open the Levels Dialog Box (Ctrl + L, or Cmd + L)
3. Select one of the three (black, gray, white) eyedroppers in Red (See illustration)

4. Now there are ways (like creating a Threshold Layer) to find the darkest and whitest
points in a photo, lets keep it simple. Select the white eyedropper and click on what
appears to be an area that should be pure white (cloud, snow, white shirt, etc). Don't worry
if the picture changes dramatically.
5. Using the new layer's Opacity Slider to lower how much of that layer appears, until it
looks correct to your eye. See the illustration below.

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6…

24/27

3/28/22, 12:13 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

6. If the white eyedropper doesn't work very well, repeat these steps using the gray or black
eyedropper. Remember to change the opacity settings for each new layer - until the image
color looks correct.
7. Here is a before/after image. I used the gray eyedropper on a guy's sweats sitting in the
background. The top image is the original, the second image is corrected as described here.
The grass shows the strongest changes.
If you can't see the difference, my advice is to give up. lol
8. Oh, and it disgusts me to use a photo of the UofU scoring a touchdown on Utah State. I
was hired by Utah State to shoot the game, but as a BYU grad - the UofU disgusts me. Just
saying....
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Final Thoughts
There are a couple of openings in my truck for my Glacier National Park Safari at the end of
July. (LINK) This safari is a mix of landscapes and wildlife. It is timed to coincide with the
ripe huckleberries (think grizzlies eating them) as well as preceding fire season in Montana
and southern Canada (think smoke filling the park). Dramatic vistas, lush wildflowers and
berries, and close wildlife encounters really define this safari.
With Sequoia National Park now open, the currently scheduled black bear safaris will be
going forward. (LINK) I am so looking forward to these!!
Next year's dates for Yellowstone/Grand Tetons winter and spring safaris are up, though the
links aren't up quite yet to the safari page. I expect them to fill rapidly. Time to get after it.

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection that
otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting bigger. Also, I
can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like to do a custom
date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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