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Hi to Everyone,
There are a couple of openings in each of the upcoming black bear safaris on July 1 and July
13-14. These black bear safaris are exciting. We are up in the park early, usually crossing
through the entry gate about 6am, and on the trail into meadows to look for black bears by
7am. We've crossed paths with a couple of different sows and cubs, as well as individual
bears in past safaris. There are few people out that early - usually, no one appears for
hours. The air is crisp and fresh and a bouquet of fragrant pine needles crossed with
Sequoia bark drifts through the forests. The bears are there, it's just a matter of crossing
paths with them. I've had fleeting glimpses pine martens and pacific fisher, but have yet to
If the bears are slow in showing up then, while we wait, we start shooting the myriad of
songbird species that live and nest at this high elevation (7000 feet). Pileated woodpeckers,
tanagers, warblers, towhees, woodpeckers, sapsuckers, creepers, chickadees - and a variety
of small mammals (marmots, squirrels, chipmunks). If we are blessed with some high
elevation clouds or fog, then we move into forest images. But the bears are there - as they
have been every year I've shot in Sequoia National Park. Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons
have nothing on Sequoia National Park when it comes to black bears.
SEKI (Sequoia / Kings Canyon National Parks) recently put one of my sequoia grove images
(yes, taken on a black bear safari) as the photo header of their main homepage - take a
look. LINK They have regularly used my photography for occasional photo jobs, and a
couple of my very large composite images taken in Sequoia last year will be in the
remodeled Lodgepole Visitor's Center when it opens.
The only downside is with Lodgepole closed, we have to bring our lunch with us. There will
be more black bear safaris on the schedule shortly. It is a great way to spend a day - up in
the mountains, fresh air, and an abundance of wildlife.
BIRD SAFARIS
Peregrine Falcon Safari July 12 (LINK)
Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari Monday, July 6-7 (LINK)
Bosque del Apache Bird Safari Wednesday, December 2-4 (LINK)
WILDLIFE SAFARIS
Sequoia Black Bear Safari June 15-16, June 22, June 29, and July 13-14 (LINK)
Bobcat Safaris September 16-17, October 14, October 19-20 (LINK)
Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari October 4-9 (LINK)
Texas Winter Wildlife Safari Sunday, December 6-9 (LINK)
LANDSCAPE SAFARIS
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Colorado Fall Landscape Safari September 28-October 2 (LINK)
Southern Utah Fall Landscape/Wildlife Safari October 26-29 (LINK)
Wildlife photography is tough, but the rewards for those hours in the field chasing the next
encounter can never be taken from you. What's around that next corner is always amazing
and you should be part of it.
Kind Regards,
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