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Hi to all,  

The Southern Utah Fall Safari is a return for me to areas I learned my photography skills in.  For 5
years I was a contributing photographer to St.George Magazine (1985-1990) and learned every
quality shooting location, and road, throughout the southern Utah region - including in the
famous southwestern parks:  Zion, Bryce Canyon, and Grand Canyon,   The safari this year is
timed a week earlier than last year when we had just missed the brightest colors of the Rocky
Mountain Maples in Zion Canyon.  The brilliance of these dark-barked trees with their dramatic
shades of orange and red are truly stunning.   

The newsletter main image, above, is a classic example of the colors in Zion Canyon at peak. 
That image I shot with 120mm Kodak slide film with a Mamiya 645 camera and 90mm lens - back
in the day before digital photography took over the world.  As my group and I set up, maybe 50
feet above the canyon road, and began shooting these images - a guy approached me and asked
me how I was composing the shot.  We chatted briefly, exchanged names, and I let him look
through the Mamiya.  He was impressed and walked off. A few months later I saw this shot, my
shot, taken exactly the same as this image on the cover of the Audubon Yearly Desk Calendar for
the next year.  He did a better job of marketing his image, but I learned a lesson from that. 

One change this year is the Navajo Nation has closed Monument Valley. So instead, we are going
to shoot in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  So, we will spend a full day
shooting Zion, another full day in Bryce Canyon, a day in Grand Staircase, and a day at the South
Rim of the Grand Canyon.  (LINK) 

I want to thank those that have signed up for the Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari.  The
safari is full, and I expect another awesome adventure.  I've led dozens of safaris during Covid, all
safely.  This isn't due to me, but to everyone that has gone on those safaris.  No one came sick,
everyone practiced keeping their hands clean, we kept to our own group and socially distanced as
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much as possible, and wore masks when in public outside our group.  I know many more of you
would have liked to have participated but felt the urgency of the moment to remain home, and I
completely understand that.  When I'm down to my last few weeks before a safari and I still have
openings I like to make offers to my best clients.  I've always done that.  I'm just trying to get an
increase in participation on a safari that I consider amazing with photography opportunities
galore.  I hate to see folks miss out on that, even in today's turbulent atmosphere.  All of you that
have come on safaris, and there are lots of you, I consider to be my friends.  

Lastly, I would like to thank the camera clubs that have had me doing ZOOM shows for them, and
the club members that have signed up for the newsletter.  I have another on Thursday night with
the Santa Clara County Camera Club, and I just did a 2-hour show on bird photography for the
Pennisula Camera Club in San Mateo.  I love to talk about photography. BRP 
  

Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs even
though checkered by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who
neither enjoy nor suffer much because they live in the gray twilight that
knows neither victory nor defeat.    Theodore Roosevelt 

Grand Canyon - South Rim View Wallpaper 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your computer. You
can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px by 1080 px.  This
image was taken on the Mineral King Safari (LINK). 
 

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2020 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website.  That is the most accurate location to view these
events.  Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks. 

2020 Safari Schedule 
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Oct 5-11  Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 14  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 16  Mineral King Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 19-20  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 23  Cambria Scarecrows Beginners Workshop  (LINK)
Oct 26-30  Southern Utah Fall Safari  (LINK) 

Nov 9  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Nov 16-17  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Nov 20  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Nov 22  Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Nov 23-24  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

Dec 2-4  Bosque del Apache Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 15-17  3-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 21  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 22-23  Monterey/Big Sur Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 29  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

2021 Safari Schedule 

Jan 5-6  2-day Bobcats    (LINK) 
Jan 8  California Coast Wildlife  (LINK) 
Jan 11-13  3-day Bobcats    (LINK) 
Jan 18-20  Klamath Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK) 
Jan 25-31  Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari  (LINK) 

Feb 7  Channel Island Gray Foxes  (LINK) 
Feb 9-10  2-day Bobcat Safari   (LINK) 
Feb 12  Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 14-16  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 20  Blossom Trail Workshop   (LINK) 
Feb 25-27  San Diego Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

Mar 8  Southern California Bird Safari   (LINK) 
Mar 11-14  Texas Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 23  Exeter City Murals Beginner's Workshop  (LINK)
Mar 29  Great Horned Owl Safari   (LINK) 

Apr 2  Oso Flaco/Santa Margarita Lake Birds Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 3  Hummingbird Safari   (LINK) 
Apr 12  Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari   (LINK) 
Apr 22  Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari   (LINK) 

May 2-4  Morongo Valley Bird Safari   (LINK) 
May 7-10  Southern Utah Spring Safari   (LINK) 

June 1-10  Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

Past Bosque del Apache Safari Images  (LINK)
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Bosque del Apache NWR     The Bosque del Apache NWR south of Socorro, New Mexico off
Interstate 25 is one of the premier bird photography locations in the winter in North America. 
Tens of thousands of sandhill cranes and snow geese, along with thousands of ducks and
hundreds of raptors - come to the Rio Grande River Valley to winter among the cornfields and
marshes.  From the early morning "blast-off" that is world-famous, to the constant honking and
bustle of thousands of snow geese hopping from field to field, to the early dusk fly-in of cranes to
the Landing Deck ponds - Bosque is a must-shoot location for any bird photographer.  (LINK)
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Past YNP/Grand Teton Winter Safari Images  (LINK)
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Yellowstone and The Grand Tetons     The world looks different in the winter.  Yellowstone
and the Tetons are blanketed in a pure covering of snow.  There is no place to hide for the critters
- except maybe the white short-tailed weasels - the Ermine.  While spring is about baby animals,
and the fall is about rutting animals, the winter is about survival.  It is mostly a predator shoot -
red fox, gray wolves, coyotes, bald and golden eagles, river otters, etc.  We do get opportunities
with moose, elk, and bighorn on wintering grounds, as well as the grouse.  In past years I've
used winter coaches, you know - the big vans on giant low-pressure tires or tracks - but I've
always had better success traveling the open roads in a vehicle. We are free to stop where we
want, take as much time as we want, and go where we want - shooting what we want.  It is a
magical time to be in the parks - and the hotels are about 50% off or more from spring/fall
prices.  yea....... 
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Photoshop Processing Tip - Resharpen a down-sized Image

Whenever you down-size an image to use on a social media platform - like Facebook
or Twitter, or even your own website - you need to resharpen the image slightly. 
There is a simple way of applying a minimum amount of sharpening.  The key is to
reduce the Radius setting of the Sharpening Filter.  In past newsletters, I've
described how to create Actions that make changes simple, quick, and mistake-free. 
This is another one of those Actions for me.  The settings for this Action are simple: 
In Smart Sharpen - Amount = 20%, Radius + .8 (that is point eight), and Reduce
Noise = ).

Now, too make sure you don't over do it, create a copy layer (CTRL + J) and apply the additional
sharpening to that layer.  There are times I might run that Action 3 or 4 times to make the image
as sharp at 72dpi as it was at 300dpi.   

Since I decrease the images I post from 300dpi size to 72dpi size, and reduce the overall size -
this slight amount of sharpening can return the image to the same level of sharpness - pre-
shrinking it. 

One last benefit:  images that are slightly out-of-focus (OOF) can be reduced from 300dpi to
72dpi, and then re-sharpened using this Action.  Many times, though not all times, this will
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actually improve the sharpness of that otherwise OOF image to make it acceptable on social
media.  Trust me, I've done it.

I hope this email finds everyone healthy and happy, though maybe a bit bored.  One thing I
always encourage photographers to do is to have a shooting partner, someone you trust not to
give you Covid that will go out and chase with you.  Get a shooting buddy.  Also, carry your mace
at all times on your person in the field.  There are more predators out there than just foxes and
bears.  That's your pep talk, get after it.

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection that
otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting bigger. Also, I
can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like to do a custom
date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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