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Hi to all,
I just returned a few days ago from my Glacier National Park Safari and I thought I would
share the story behind some of the encounters.
I didn't find out about the driving pass needed to cross Going-to-the-Sun Highway during
normal business hours (6 am to 5 pm) until they were sold out, but that didn't slow us
down. We entered the park at about 5:10 am each morning, long before the station has
anybody on duty - once in the park it would only have been upon re-entry that I would
have needed to show the pass. Not a problem as we stayed in the park all day without
leaving, and once we did leave - we weren't coming back in that day. It was lucky we did
enter early because the parking lot at Logan Pass was about 70% full by the time we got
there at 6:15 am, and completely full by 7:30 am. Those driving passes meant nothing if
all the parking spaces on Going-to-the-Sun Highway were full, and they were full early.
We spent the first day working both sides of Logan Pass - shooting goats, bighorn sheep,
moose, landscapes, flowers, and butterflies. Once we left Logan Pass parking got easier
the farther you went from the pass, about 2 miles down either the west or east sides and
parking was easy. There was some smoke that hampered taking wide landscapes of
distant peaks, but it wasn't obnoxious, as the image below shows.
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We ran into the same bull moose a couple of times that day, and both times I was able to
maneuver into a better position than that offered from the road. Fireweed blanketed this
area on the east side of the pass, burned back in 2003, but with green shrubs
everywhere. As a matter of fact, fireweed was the dominant flower and color we saw
throughout the park and is part of many of the wildlife images I took, including the bull
moose in velvet, below.
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The goats and sheep were active around Logan Pass though we never really got a close
encounter with an amazing animal. The largest bighorn rams we saw kicked rocks down
on the road near us as they went face to face with a group of hikers heading down the
trail along the Garden Wall in the dim pre-dawn light. While the goats are easily spotted,
they weren't easily photographed as they stayed in the cliffs above the road where Oberlin
Creek drops off the cliff in a picturesque waterfall.
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On my last few trips into Sequoia National Park, mainly to Mineral King, I've been
concentrating on photographing butterflies - so I did the same in Glacier, working the
meadows, flowers, and roadways attempting to photograph a few new species. If you
have shot Glacier before you learn quickly that the vegetation can be very dense and
https://mailchi.mp/e6b652707df7/glacier-park-safari-images-the-story-behind-the-images?e=3e6ff572ee

4/23

2/9/22, 10:55 AM

Subscribe

Glacier Park Safari Images / The Story Behind The Images

difficult to work in. I saw many butterflies but was only able to photograph a few new
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species, though I chased them quite a bit.
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The next day we headed for Many Glacier, the scene of many grizzly bear encounters in
the past. We left the park at St. Mary's, turned north, then turned into the park - since it
is not on Going-to-the-Sun Highway we didn't need a driving pass, just the regular park
pass to enter. There was some construction going on, even early in the morning, and I
think we spent 15 minutes waiting for our turn through the road equipment. The skies had
clouded up a bit overnight, and some rain splattered down on our windshield turning the
road dust to mud. But the important thing was the hillsides of Huckleberries were ripe,
and we found a number of grizzlies to photograph at close range - one was very close
range. The huckleberries were thick and the bears turned all their attention to working
from bush to bush, clearing off as many berries as they could find - moving constantly to
the next bush.
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While purple berries seemed to be the preferred color, the bears ate them all, regardless of
color. Other bushes were starting to produce berries as well, but clearly, the huckleberries
were the berry of choice right now. The bushes ran for about 200 yards, both paralleling
the road and going perpendicular to it. What that meant to us is when we spotted a
grizzly working in the bushes - the bushes would lead the bear down to the road, then
adjacent to it - giving us great opportunities. With so much food available more than 1
bear was in this stretch of bushes at any one time, though all were single bears, no sows
with cubs.
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One bear did do something surprising. While moving between bushes, very close to the
vehicles, he flipped over a rock and had a vole race out into deeper grass. And just like a
red fox or coyote would, the grizzly reared up on his hind legs and did a mousing jump at
the vole. To say it was a jump is generous since, unlike a soaring red fox, the fat grizzly
never got his butt off the ground and into the air. Still, I have never seen a grizzly bear do
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any kind of mousing before. He was so close that the 500mm lens I was using was just
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too much lens to leave any space to create an adequate composition, so the images are
tight. Rain began to fall steadily and the bears began to head for cover, ending this
wonderful encounter.
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I'm always drawn to the backroads of Glacier, leaving the tourists (mostly) far behind and
getting to spend some time nearly alone, with only a rare vehicle to deal with. Going west
from Apgar to the Polebridge Road where we cross the river, then north on dirt roads to
Bowman Lake, then farther north to Kintla Lake, crossing through Big Prairie as it borders
the east side of the North Fork of Flathead River. In past years we have had encounters
with Spruce Grouse near these lakes, cedar waxwings, whitetail deer, moose - to name a
few. On the Bowman Lake Road, we did find a single spruce grouse that immediately
bolted away in the air. These are beautiful lakes with crystal clear water and brightly
colored rocks lining the shores. We had better luck on the Kintla Lake Road, spending
nearly an hour with a beautiful male Spruce Grouse. The grouse didn't make it easy,
moving through the dense old-growth forest where every step collapsed under me as I
moved to follow. Eventually, he moved back towards less dense cover around the road
and we were able to get some great opportunities with him.
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While eating some snacks at a picnic table at Kintla Lake, a mother common merganser
and her two growing chicks came by for a visit. The still wind and glassy water made for
an interesting backdrop to their fishing antics. While mom mostly watched and stood
guard, the two young birds constantly dove and chased after fish, catching a couple while
we watched. Then they would chase each other. While at Bowman Lake I heard a loon
call a couple of times, but these mergansers made up for the invisible loon we never
spotted. The little ones would rise up to do a stretch flap, but they just had short nubs for
wings with few feathers.
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We found other subjects, including squirrels and more butterflies, and some cooperative
kayakers and canoers. Also, along these backroads, I've had great opportunities with the
whitetail deer in the past. This year was no different. We had only seconds with a
gorgeous spotted fawn on the Bowman Lake road, then had a nice encounter with a 10
point buck in velvet on the way back in.
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We ended the safari doing mostly landscapes along Siyeh Creek, a few along McDonald
Creek, and more butterflies and wildflowers. Our last day was the smokiest, but it
certainly didn't stop us in our chase for great images. Glacier still has untapped potential
for me - mainly wolverines, though I would add ptarmigan to that list as well. As has
happened previously, we heard stories about wolverines on the exact opposite side of the
park from where we happened to be that day, though at least we didn't miss one by five
minutes as has happened before. It will happen, it always does. BRP
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Photography is the story I fail to put into words. Destin Sparks
Baring Creek in Sunrift Gorge - Glacier NP Wallpaper
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy it to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px.
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scheduled upcoming 2021 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
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Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these events. Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
New safaris are added every few weeks. Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK.

2021 Safari Schedule
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

5 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
11 Mineral King (LINK)
17 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
24-28 Mt Evans - Rocky Mtn National Park Safari (LINK)

Sep 20-21 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Sep 22 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Sep 25-29 Colorado Autumn Landscape Safari (LINK)
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

6-12 Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
17 Channel Islands Gray Fox Safari (LINK)
18-19 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
20 Yosemite Autumn Landscape Safari (LINK)
21 Mineral King (Sequoia) Autumn Landscape Safari (LINK)
26-30 Southern Utah Autumn Nature Safari (LINK)

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

3 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
9-10 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
15-16 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
22 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

2-3 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
9 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
13-15 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
21-22 Monterey/Big Sur (LINK)
23 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

2022 Safari Schedule
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

4-6 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
8 Northern Pygmy Owl Safari (LINK)
10 Seals and Otters Safari (LINK)
11 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
18-24 Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)
26-28 Utah Raptors Safari (LINK)

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

2-3 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
7 Sequoia Winter Safari (LINK)
8 Yosemite Winter Safari (LINK)
14-16 Klamath and NWR Bird Safaris (LINK)
20 Channel Island Gray Fox Safari (LINK)
22 San Diego Wildlife Safari (LINK)
28 Bpbcat Safari (LINK)

Mar 3-4 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Mar 12 Blossom Trail (LINK)
Mar 20 Southern California Bird Safari (LINK)
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Mar 26 Hummingbird Safari (LINK)
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Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

4 Great Horned Owl Safari (LINK)
11 Southern California Bird Safari (LINK)
13-16 Southern Utah Spring Safari (LINK)
18 Butterbredt Owls and Songbirds (LINK)
19 Oso Flaco Lake Birds (LINK)
26-28 Morongo Bird Safari (LINK)

May
May
May
May
May

3-5 Morongo Bird Safari (LINK)
11-13 San Juan Island Red (black) Fox Safari (LINK)
20-27 Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)
29 Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge Safari (LINK) - Free
31-June 5 Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Translate

June 19 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
June 29 Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari (LINK)

More Images from the Glacier Safari
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August and September are black bear safaris for me, but it isn't just bears we are looking
for, but birds, wildflowers, and butterflies as well. (LINK to Black Bear Safaris Page).
We do some walking as we travel from meadow to meadow, a few miles usually, but we
are up there early while it is cool, and gone by the time it really heats up. Most of the
walking is on fairly level trails.
Bobcat safaris begin next month. While mange ravaged the bobcat population in California
last year, by my January 2021 safaris we were seeing only healthy bobcats - so I expect a
good year of bobcat images. (LINK to Bobcat Safaris Page) The fall Colorado Safari,
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September 25-29, (LINK to Colorado Fall Safari) still has a couple of openings to ride with
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me from California.
UPCOMING ZOOM SHOW: Next Monday, August 9 at 6 pm, is Part 2 of the Business of
Photography Show. If selling your photography is important, don't miss this show which
deals with the artistic styles you can use to add value to your photography. Meeting
ID 853 8739 2247

Passcode 021164

On Monday, September 13 at 6 pm, I'm doing a ZOOM Show on Wildlife Photography Tactics.
The sign-in information is Meeting ID 836 8311 0419
Passcode 224741

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: I'm selling my Nikon D500 Camera Body, the Nikon MB-D17
Battery Pack/Grip, a Lexar 64 GB Pro Card, and 2 Batteries - all included. The camera and
Battery Pack/Grip are in their original boxes with accessories (AA Battery Insert for MBD17). The camera has 250k clicks, has been serviced by Nikon once, and is in perfect
working order. $1200 plus shipping.
I hope to see you all in the field! Good Luck and Good Shooting.
Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.

Share

Tweet

Forward

https://mailchi.mp/e6b652707df7/glacier-park-safari-images-the-story-behind-the-images?e=3e6ff572ee

22/23

2/9/22, 10:55 AM

Subscribe

Glacier Park Safari Images / The Story Behind The Images

Copyright © 2021 Brent Paull Photography / American West Photography, All rights reserved.

Past Issues

unsubscribe from this list

Translate

update subscription preferences

https://mailchi.mp/e6b652707df7/glacier-park-safari-images-the-story-behind-the-images?e=3e6ff572ee

23/23

