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Hi to all,  

Thanks go to those that have recently signed up for my Newsletter after I did a Zoom
show for their camera clubs:  Olympia Camera Club (WA) and Great Falls Camera Club
(MT).  I have upcoming shows scheduled with camera clubs in WA, PA, CA, OH, TX, ID,
MA, CO, MS, and FL.  While the shows average about two hours or so, I've enjoyed the
question/answer period that follows and the responses to the show itself. 

The greatest wildlife safaris North America has to offer us, as photographers - are coming
up in Yellowstone/Tetons this spring.  (LINK)  Having just finished the winter YNP/GTNP
wildlife safari I can't wait to get back.  These latest YNP/GTNP safari's images are in the
gallery display below.  On this safari, I accomplished some personal goals - find and
photograph a pine marten (we saw two), get more encounters with mousing red foxes and
shoot some cool winter bird images.  The coldest of the days was -7 in the morning, while
the days warmed into the high teens in the afternoon - way off the -23 from a few years
ago. 

Pine Martens have been a much sought after subject for me for many years.  I've had a
few encounters but never one that ended with photographs.  I had the infamous
encounter in YNP's Canyon parking lot as one trotted right past me 6 feet away, while we
were walking back to the vehicles after breakfast - my camera still 100 yards away.  I met
one face-to-face on the trail between Log and Crescent Meadows in Sequoia NP in which
he ditched me in seconds into the deep brush, and there have been a few road crossings
in front of my truck in the dim morning light, and the encounter in Glacier NP where
another marten vanished in seconds.  This encounter in the snow and pines near the
highway north of Pebble Creek was finally my payoff.  The two martens we encountered
raced up and down the pines, jumping branches like a trapeze artist, and like other
members of the weasel family - traveled at high speed while on the snow.  I managed to
get off about 500 shots, with most being in the dark tree branches - which lead to many
being deleted.  But as always, the sheer quantity of shots led to some winners. 
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We also had great red fox encounters.  Two days in a row the red fox appeared in Round
Meadow near Pebble Creek mousing through snow trampled by bison.  On the first day,
with the snow flying, other photographers were chasing it around the meadow.  We waited
and eventually, the red fox came right to us in the storm, leaving Round Prairie, and
crossing the road, and climbing the hill behind us out of sight.  The second day he spent a
couple of hours mousing in clear weather, giving us jump after jump, before finally laying
down to rest in the snow - a belly full of voles.  Then after we arrived in the Grand Tetons
for that part of the safari we encountered a male (dog) and female (vixen) red fox near
Colter Bay bordering on Jackson Lake.  Hunting through the snow and occasionally digging
(great video) these two foxes provided several hours of point-blank photo opportunities
ranging from 40 yards down to 6 feet.  This area, where skiers and snowmobilers parked,
had obviously led to human food in the past.  While near each other for only a second or
two (with the male leaving early the first day, the female never appearing on the second
day), the foxes displayed an amazing sense of smell as they dug holes here and there -
either finding old food or digging up previously buried food.  They had the most beautiful,
dense, colorful winter coats and the near-zero conditions didn't seem to bother them a
bit.  I was able to photograph the foxes with my 70-200 F2.8 VR2 Nikon zoom lens
handheld - a rarity for me. 

Last spring (May-June 2020) the YNP/GTNP safaris led to some of the greatest grizzly
encounters I have ever photographed, as well as a number of great wolf encounters.  With
winter conditions more moderate this year I expect a high survival rate for the park's
wildlife and an abundance of hunting parents and young this spring to photograph. (LINK) 
If this is the type of photography that interests you - then now is the time to sign-up, as
slots are limited by the park service to just 8 per safari this year. 

Finally, I just want to thank those that have participated in my photography safaris in
2020.  Not a single one of my clients, or myself, ever caught Covid on these safaris.  We
successfully followed the park guidelines for guides - a protocol that includes hand
sanitizer at each door for use on every exit/enter of the vehicle, social distancing between
different groups of photographers, and social distancing and masks at meals.  I hope this
positive report on the success of these safaris will prompt those of you on the fence to
participate this year - 2021 - and not miss out on the kind of photographic encounters that
make life amazing for us wildlife photographers.  BRP

"I have tried my best to give the nation everything I had in me.  There are
probably a million people who could have done the job better than I did it,
but I had the job and I always quote an epitaph on a tombstone in a
cemetery in Tombstone, Arizona: "Here lies Jack Williams.  He done his
damndest."     Harry S. Truman 

Spring 2020 Sylvan Lake - Yellowstone Wallpaper 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px.  This image was taken in late May 2020 during the Yellowstone/Tetons Spring
Wildlife Safari. 
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All the currently scheduled upcoming 2021 Photo Safaris are shown on the Safari Page on
my website. That is the most accurate location to view these events.  Here is a LINK to
that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months. New safaris
are added every few weeks. Check often, dates may change. 

2021 Safari Schedule 

Feb 5  Sequoia Winter Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 11  Channel Island Gray Foxes  (LINK) 
Feb 14-16  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 20  Blossom Trail Workshop   (LINK) 
Feb 23  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 25-27  San Diego Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

Mar 2  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 8  Southern California Bird Safari   (LINK) 
Mar 11-14  Texas Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 20  Exeter City Murals Beginner's Workshop  (LINK) 
Mar 29  Great Horned Owl Safari   (LINK) 

Apr 2  Oso Flaco/Santa Margarita Lake Birds Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 3  Hummingbird Safari   (LINK) 
Apr 12  Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari   (LINK) 
Apr 22  Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari   (LINK) 

May 2-4  Morongo Valley Bird Safari   (LINK) 
May 10-15  San Juan Island Red Fox Safari  (LINK) 
May 19  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
May 23-28  Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK)    4 Openings 

June 1-6  Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK)    4 Openings 
June 11  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 16  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 20  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
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June 27  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 28  Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies  (LINK) 

July 7-8  Snowy Plover/Least Tern Safari  (LINK) 
July 19  Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies  (LINK) 
July 27-31  Glacier National Park Safari  (LINK) 

August 24-28  Mt Evans - Rocky Mtn National Park Safari  (LINK) 

September 20-21  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
September 25-29  Colorado San Juan Mtns Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

October 6-12  Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
October 18-19  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
October 20  Yosemite Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK) 
October 21  Mineral King (Sequoia) Landscape Safari  (LINK) 
October 26-30  Southern Utah Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

November 15-16  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

December 13-15  Bosque del Apache (NM) Bird Safari  (LINK) 
December 20-21  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK)

PINE MARTEN
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RED FOX
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BIGHORN SHEEP
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BIRDS
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LANDSCAPES
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A few safari dates have been changed: 

- Channel Islands Fox Safari is now on Thursday, Feb 11 (LINK) 
- Bobcat Safari on Tuesday, Feb 23  (LINK) 
- Bobcat Safari on Tuesday, Mar 2  (LINK) 

On Monday, February 22 I'm doing a zoom show on Tactics for Photographing Bobcats.  If
you would like to participate - email me your request to participate and I will send you the
log-in information. 

On Wednesday, March 24 I'm doing a zoom show on Techniques to Improve Your Bird
Photography.  If you would like to participate - email me your request to participate and I
will send you the log-in information. 

Shows last 1 hour and are free, they begin at 6pm. 

Lastly, the San Juan Islands Fox Safari is a go for May 10-15.  (LINK)   Two days traveling
north from Crescent City, CA to Washington shooting the coast.  Two days shooting the
melanistic (black) red foxes on San Juan Island, then two days shooting the coastline back
to California.   

The spring Yellowstone/Teton Wildlife Safaris will sell out, so plan now if you want to
participate in them.  A deposit holds your spot, final payment in April. (LINK) 

Good Luck and Good Shooting.  

Regards,
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Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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Copyright © 2021 Brent Paull Photography / American West Photography, All rights reserved. 
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