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Hi to all,  

Another spring photography season is racing past us.  I just completed the Morongo Bird
Safari on Saturday, May 1 and it was another spectacular shoot.  Much like Yellowstone
where you really never have a bad day, the safari to Morongo always pays off the
photographer who is willing to walk some, repeatedly stalking and re-stalking the birds as
they move around a relatively small area chasing each other or chasing bugs.  The
temperatures were a bit warmer than usual - around 85-90 degrees - but on Sunday after
we left it was a pleasant 75 degrees.  While each year is different (no long-eared owls this
year, but spectacular Cooper's Hawk encounters instead) the sheer variety of birds always
impresses me.  We photographed 31 species, saw another 19 species that I didn't shoot
for lack of a good encounter, and missed another dozen or so that I have shot in the past. 
I hope you enjoy the photos in the gallery section of this newsletter.  I do this safari at the
end of April every year, if you love photographing birds you should put it on your calendar. 
If you have the time, I think Morongo will be good through May 10 or so, maybe a little
longer. 

With the Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safaris just a few weeks away, I'm looking to promote
my other regular safaris this summer.  I have two spots available for the Glacier Safari at
the end of July.  I do the safari then for two reasons: 1-the huckleberries are ripe and the
bears, birds, and other wildlife are feasting giving us lots of opportunities, 2-summer fires
begin in Canada in August and they will fill the valley's in Glacier with smoke as they do
almost every year.  Folks can meet me in Kalispell, and ride with me in the park, or they
can ride out from California with me - but I'm only taking my truck in the park each day. 
Parking can be an issue after 9am each morning, also, we spend one day north of
Polebridge on the dirt roads to Bowman and Kintla Lakes, just south of the Canadian
border.  We have had some great success there.  (LINK)  Also, this safari is just 4 days
long, not 5.  We shoot Many Glacier, Swiftcurrent Lake, Going-to-the-Sun Highway, Lake
McDonald, Saint Mary Lake, Logan Pass - and I expect many great wildlife opportunities
and the wildflowers should be booming. 
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All the black bear safaris in May and June (LINK) have photographers booked already, and
I expect them to continue to fill.  These safaris start early, we do some walking, and enjoy
the 7000-foot elevations with cool temps and plenty of birds, wildflowers, landscapes, and
butterflies - to go along with the bears we find.  Also, my bird safaris continue in June with
two trips down to Los Angeles to photograph the Peregrine Falcons and their fledglings
which should be very active then.  (LINK) Both safaris are on Sundays, and besides the
falcons, we may be able to shoot the nearby red fox, and the shorebirds and songbirds in
Huntington Beach - so it's a full day of photography.  I will be adding more safari days for
black bears in August and September soon. 

Another great birding safari comes on July 7-8, when I am down to Ventura doing the
Snowy Plovers and the California Least Terns, and their babies wandering on the beach.
(LINK)  We do some walking in the sand shooting other shorebirds as well, sometimes
black skimmers.  This is a 2-day safari. 

The fall Yellowstone/Tetons Wildlife Safari is also getting booked right now (LINK), so if
you have been putting off registering for this safari - now is the time.  I expect it to be
sold out in the next month or two. Even though the Colorado San Juan Autumn Safari is in
late September (LINK), if you do both of these safaris you get an additional 20% off the
price of both safaris, saving you $720.  That's how you should spend your fall!  My hotel
reservations are already made.  The safari list has been updated through next spring
(LINK) and other one-day safaris will be added to this list as new opportunities arise. 

Lastly, the zoom shows I've been doing will continue.  Besides doing 3-5 shows per month
for camera clubs, I will schedule more of my own throughout the summer - check the
zoom page on my website for an updated list.  (LINK)  If you belong to a camera club that
might be interested in a show, send me their contact info and maybe we can schedule
something.  I do the shows for free.  BRP

The sports page records people's accomplishments The front page
nothing but their failures.  Justice Earl Warren 

Cooper's Hawk Wallpaper 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px.  
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All the currently scheduled upcoming 2021 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
Safari Page on my website.  That is the most accurate location to view these events.  Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
New safaris are added every few weeks.  Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK. 

2021 Safari Schedule 

May 19  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
May 23-28  Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK)    SOLD OUT 

June 1-6  Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK)    SOLD OUT 
June 11  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 13  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 16  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 17  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 27  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 28  Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies  (LINK) 

July 1  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
July 7-8  Snowy Plover/Least Tern Safari  (LINK) 
July 14  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
July 19  Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies  (LINK) 
July 20  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
July 27-30  Glacier National Park Safari  (LINK) 

Aug 5  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
Aug 6  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
Aug 17  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
Aug 24-28  Mt Evans - Rocky Mtn National Park Safari  (LINK) 

Sep 20-21  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Sep 25-29  Colorado Autumn Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

Oct 6-12  Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
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Oct 17  Channel Islands Gray Fox Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 18-19  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 20  Yosemite Autumn Landscape Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 21  Mineral King (Sequoia) Autumn Landscape Safari  (LINK) 
Oct 26-30  Southern Utah Autumn Nature Safari  (LINK) 

Nov 9-10  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Nov 15-16  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

Dec 2-3  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 13-15  Bosque del Apache Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Dec 20-21  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

2022 Safari Schedule 

Jan 4-6  3-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Jan 10  Seals and Otters Safari  (LINK) 
Jan 18-24  Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Jan 26-28  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK)

Feb 2-3  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 14-16  Klamath and NWR Bird Safaris  (LINK) 
Feb 20  Channel Island Gray Fox Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 22  San Diego Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

Mar 3-4  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 12  Blossom Trail   (LINK) 
Mar 20  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 

Apr 4  Great Horned Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 11  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 18  Butterbredt Owls and Songbirds  (LINK) 
Apr 26-28  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 

May 3-5  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 
May 22-27  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
May 31-June 5  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

 

Morongo Bird Safari Images
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The desert kit foxes that we photographed in mid-April have vanished.  While they
regularly change den sites, I always prefer they do that after we photographed them ...
and not before.  It looks like this year we have to settle for one extraordinary shoot with
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both parents. 

A couple of weeks ago I received the Nikon D850 - and the Morongo Bird Safari was a
great opportunity to put away my D4s body and test out the new camera.  With a 46
megapixel sensor, this camera shoots amazingly sharp images.  I can use my D4s battery
in the D850 battery grip to push the frame count up to 9, so that kind of sucks.  The huge
raw files cut into the buffer capacity a bit, but I found neither to be an issue in Morongo
where I was shooting 5-10 image sequences.  I put a quick 5000 images through the
camera and found that when teamed with the 500mm f5.6 PF lens and its VR system, I
had far more sharp images, both on and off the tripod.  The AF system locked on to flying
birds better than my D4s,  Of course, two weeks after I bought mine they lowered the
price by $500 - what a surprise....not. 

I hope to see you all in the field!! 

Good Luck and Good Shooting.

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.

Share Tweet Forward

Copyright © 2021 Brent Paull Photography / American West Photography, All rights reserved. 
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