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Howdy,  

Hope this newsletter finds everybody getting ready for the best shooting season of the
year -  spring.  Spring is the season for baby animals and Yellowstone is the place for
babies - from puppies to red dogs, kits, calves, lambs, and fawns - there is no better
location to be searching for the best encounters in North America. This year there are two
spring Yellowstone/Teton safaris, May 20-27 (8 days) and May 31-June 5 (6 days).  LINK 
As in past years, doing both safaris generates a $600 discount, and doing either gets you
on the free Bear River MBR Safari on Sunday, May 29 in Northern Utah.  LINK 

I just returned a few days ago from the Yellowstone/Teton Winter Wildlife Safari and to say
it was superb would be an understatement.  This 7-day safari was one great encounter
after another.  I'm going to talk about each encounter - and the photos - in the gallery
below.  I shot just over 21,000 photos on this safari and the Utah Raptor Safari that
followed it, and I think the results will show the success of the safari.  Several firsts for me
personally - my first bobcat in Yellowstone in 38 years, my closest wolf encounter, and a
predatory Northern Harrier that drowned a duck in front of us.  We got amazing images
from those encounters, as well as red fox, coyotes, moose, and bighorn sheep.  I hope you
enjoy the gallery images in this newsletter.  My only regret was seeing two white ermine
(weasels) and not getting a chance to photograph them. 

While temps in Yellowstone hovered around the 10-20 degree range on two feet of snow,
the Tetons were plenty cold, with a low of  -12 degrees and about 3 feet of snow, more in
some locations.  Everyone was well prepared and I think the safari group shot everything
they had hoped for (other than the missed ermine).   I drove just under 5000 miles during
the 12 days of travel and safaris - and everything went very smoothly.  Ice wasn't a
problem driving or walking, and I never even put on my yak tracks or got out my heavy-
duty snow boots.   

Next year's Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife Safari will fall a bit later in winter, from
February 6-13, (LINK) with the free Utah Raptors Safari (LINK) following it (free for those
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who go on the Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Safari).  I hope you enjoy the gallery images,
they were a blast to take.  Wildlife photography is the best.  Come on along. BRP

I cannot believe the purpose of life is to be happy.  I think the
purpose of life is to be useful, to be responsible, to be
compassionate.  It is, above all, to matter, to count, to stand for
something, to have made some difference that you lived at all.    
Leo Rosten 

Bobcat in Snowstorm - Yellowstone/Teton Winter Safari Wallpaper 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy it to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px to easily fit most computer screens.  

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2022 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
Safari Page on my website.  That is the most accurate location to view these events.  Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
New safaris are added every few weeks.  Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK. 

2022 Safari Schedule 

Feb 3  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 7  Sequoia Winter Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 8  Yosemite Winter Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 12 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 15-17  Klamath and NWR Bird Safaris  (LINK) 
Feb 20  Channel Island Gray Fox Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 22-24  San Diego Wildlife Safari  (LINK)  3 Openings 
Feb 28  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

Mar 1  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
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Mar 3-4  2-day Bobcat Safari  SOLD OUT 
Mar 12  Blossom Trail   (LINK) 
Mar 20  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 26  Hummingbird Safari  (LINK) 

Apr 4  Great Horned Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 11  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 13-16  Southern Utah Spring Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 18  Butterbredt Owls and Songbirds  (LINK) 
Apr 19  Oso Flaco Lake Birds  (LINK) 
Apr 26-28  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 

May 3-5  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 
May 11-13  San Juan Island Red (black) Fox Safari  SOLD OUT 
May 20-27  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
May 29  Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge Safari  (LINK)  -  Free 
May 31-June 5  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

June 14  Mineral King Safari  (LINK) 
June 15  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 19  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 27  Sequoia Wildflowers-Birds-Butterflies  (LINK) 
June 29  Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari  (LINK) 

July 10  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
July 19  Mineral King  (LINK) 
July 20  Black Bear  (LINK) 

Aug 1-5  Glacier Landscape-Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Aug 30 to Sep 3  Mt.Evans Goats/Rocky Mtn NP  (LINK) 

Sept 19-25  Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Sept  27-Oct 1  Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

Oct 20  Yosemite Fall Colors Landscape  (LINK) 
Oct 31-Nov 3  Southern Utah Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

2023 Safari Schedule 

February 6-13 Yellowstone/Teton Winter Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
February 14-16  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK)

Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife Safari Gallery 

Wolf Encounter 

The sun had finally broken through the clouds as we headed into Lamar Valley traveling east
towards Pebble Creek.  We had just passed the Buffalo Ranch Ranger Station when I saw
traffic in front of me breaking.  Normally, this would have meant Bison on the road but I saw
a dog on the right side in the distance.  As the traffic braked and came to a stop I saw a
gray wolf cross the road (north) and climb up the hill, maybe 15 yards, with another black
wolf around the road.  Over the radio I told everyone to get out, as folks were exiting
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vehicles in front of us.  There was a wounded cow elk between our group of east-bound cars
and the westbound cars which had stopped as well.  For several minutes we shot images of
the wolves and the elk.  After a few minutes, the elk moved off the road to the south, into
an open sagebrush field.  The black wolf immediately recrossed the road and followed the
elk a short distance.  The wounded elk was bleeding from the back of its legs, wounds that
would be mortal eventually.  The gray wolf climbed the mountain higher to our north out-of-
sight, while the black wolf headed south towards the Lamar River.  Traffic resumed and we
passed by, but turned around and traveled back.  The black wolf had returned and was
dancing around the elk, fainting attacks - but after a few minutes traveled back towards the
river.  We were not able to stop so we had to shoot out the window while the truck traveled
slowly, east and west   On a pass going east we saw a half-dozen more wolves trotting west
near the river, clearly headed in the direction of the encounter.  On the ridge high above us
to the north, two wolves were howling.  We were gone when the wolves re-attacked the cow
elk killing it right on the road, with Rangers keeping traffic back at first, but moving traffic
along later.  The dead cow was next to the road on our next pass (about 1 hour later) and
only a few minutes later the Rangers hauled the carcass away. 

In the following images notice how large the feet are of the resting gray wolf, with blood
from the attack all over its face and chest.  The final wolf image is the closest shot I've ever
been able to take of a wolf in Yellowstone since the reintroduction the winter of 1995-1996.
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Bobcat Encounter 

While 2019 and 2020 brought encounters with Mountain Lions on the winter safari, this
winter brought my first bobcat encounter in 38 years of shooting in Yellowstone.  Many
photographers got shots of the bobcats on the Madison a few years ago, a pair of juveniles
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kicked loose by mom, this encounter was also with a juvenile - this time in Little America,
near the Lamar River Bridge.  There had been a wolf kill south of the road, several hundred
yards from the road, and flocks of photographers were standing on a 40-foot high ridge
adjacent to the road, looking south.  We had traveled by a few times, seen the wolves
higher on the mountain, but I elected to keep moving to look for a better encounter than
wolves at 400 yards.  We turned around at the bridge and headed back west, passing the
now empty ridge as light snow began to fall.  A few people were standing in the snow on the
north side of the road, where several tall aspens overlook a meadow where I have shot
badgers many times - and where a badger had recently dug a dozen dirt holes in the snow. 
As we passed these folks I saw one girl suddenly go down on one knee in the snow, raising
her zoom lens.  Seeing that, I immediately turned the truck around and went back.  A
bobcat had walked out of the willows thicket at the base of the middle aspens and had
entered the snow patch near the road. 

For the next several minutes the bobcat walked hesitantly around, once doing a mousing
dive, before walking back into the willows.  Within a minute it reappeared above the thicket
along the road, calmly looked in both directions, then sauntered across the road and began
to climb the hill - the same hill a hundred photographers had been standing on an hour
earlier, but now held only 1 government biologist watching the wolves through a scope. 
Tripoded up by now, we all shot the cat as it slowly climbed - then leaped several times - to
reach the top of the ridge, where we saw the biologist waving a clipboard to push the bobcat
away.  It had climbed to the ridge directly at the biologist, though the cat couldn't see her as
it climbed.  When it crossed over the top I raced around to the low edge of the ridge near
the road and ran to the top near the biologist.  The bobcat was already about fifty yards
away and moving south across the hilltop, being harassed by ravens and magpies the entire
time.  I wondered if the bobcat realized the danger it was in, crossing this open area with no
trees for safety, only 400 yards from a dozen wolves we photographed a few minutes later.
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Red Fox Encounter 

Over the years I've had many great red fox encounters.  Last year the red fox encounters in
Grand Teton National Park were very early in the morning, but this year it was later in the
afternoon.  We had made a couple of runs through this area, hitting Pacific Creek Road,
Pilgram Road, Colter Bay, and Flagg Ranch.  As we drove out after making a pass looking for
red fox the light broke out of the clouds, beautiful light, the kind of light you wish you had
on every wildlife encounter.  I changed directions and decided to make one last run through
this area now that this beautiful light was flooding through the forest.  As we came around a
corner I caught the flash of red fur and made the announcement on the radio.  We had spent
the first 5 days of our 7-day safari searching for the elusive red fox, and not finding any,
until now.  

This beautiful red fox worked through the trees adjacent to the road, giving us many
opportunities for 25-yard images - which was like shooting fish in a barrel for a 500mm lens.
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Northern Harrier Encounter 

On the Utah Raptor Safari, we had two remarkable encounters.  The first was with a female
northern harrier that was attacking a northern shoveler drake (duck) in one of the open
water areas at Farmington Bay Wildlife Management Area in northern Utah.  But it wasn't a
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typical attack, like diving on a vole or scaring birds to fly, it was literally drowning the duck
by  standing on its chest in the water, the hawks' weight holding the duck underwater.  I've
shot hundreds of harriers and yet I had never seen this type of hunting behavior before. 
The drake spoony (Northern Shoveler) is not a diving duck, like a goldeneye or merganser, it
flips its rump up in the air and feeds on the plant matter just below the surface.  When the
harrier hovered above the duck there was no place for the duck to escape too.  The hawk
expertly flipped it over on its back and sunk it in the water, appearing to be half-submerged
itself, its claws holding onto the duck.  A few feet away was a pied-billed grebe (an
incredible diver) that had come to try and drive the harrier away by splashing water at it
with its large feet.  It was an odd encounter among these three different bird species.
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California Gulls and Shad Encounter 

On the afternoon of our final full day of shooting on the Utah Raptors Safari, we ran into
California Gulls on the East Side road at Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge in northern Utah
feasting on shad.  While I have seen this before, I've never been able to photograph it at
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such a close range.  Sometimes a successful dive by one gull meant that it was soon
attacked by other gulls trying to steal away its catch.  The gulls circled this body of open
water, sometimes catching fish while they were flying towards us, other times going away -
which led to no photos.  Still, it was an encounter with great action and behavior.
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The Best of the Rest 

There were many other encounters, maybe not so dramatic as the ones I've detailed, that
filled up every safari day with memorable encounters and photos.  Here are the rest.
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Last Call Notes: 

There are lots of great safaris coming up.  The San Diego Safari (LINK) still has a couple of
openings, and with spring just around the corner, there are many safaris oriented towards
bird photography in the next few months.  After last month's great pygmy owl safari, I'm
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doing another Northern Pygmy Owl Safari (LINK) on Saturday, February 12 that still has
openings. 

Safaris geared towards Southern California Birds (LINK), Great Horned Owls (LINK),
Hummingbirds (LINK), the mother of all songbird safaris in California - Morongo Valley
(LINK), as well as a second run at the Santa Cruz Island Gray Fox (LINK) in just a few
weeks.  It was the amazing dolphins that made the last trip, and my favorite photo of
2021.  BRP

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.

Forward to a photography friend.......
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