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Howdy,  

There are few things to be happy about when you get older, but the one I've been looking
forward to is the National Park Senior Pass you can buy at 62, which is good forever.  I
figure I've spent $2960 on the $80 yearly passes for the past 37 years, so this final $80
pass was not just a milestone in my age, but the end of a bill finally paid in full - now if I
can just keep from losing it.  Over the three-day bobcat safari that ended on January 6, we
passed through Pinnacles a number of times (mainly to use the bathroom) and found out
from one of the front gate rangers that they are beginning to see bobcats around the old
ranger station/store again.  I haven't seen a cat there since the invasion of the mountain
lion mom and adult young more than a year ago.  There was a time when Pinnacles
always produced at least one bobcat on every visit, but since the deaths of the two older
adult bobcats (a female and a male), the mange that decimated California bobcat
populations in 2019-2020, and the mountain lions enjoying an extended stay in the park
eating deer and turkeys, sightings in the park had fallen to zero.  But change is coming,
and maybe Pinnacles will see a return of the cats soon. 

That three-day bobcat safari was unique for a couple of reasons beyond my forever pass. 
We saw more badgers than we did bobcats.  The final badger encounter, late on the last
day, proved to be very photogenic and noteworthy - as the badger spent at least 15
minutes yawning, looking up into the sky then throwing itself down to roll around on the
ground; behavior that friends have witnessed, but I never had.  We saw and photographed
a number of golden and bald eagles, with one noteworthy encounter taking place right in
front of us.  The golden eagle was zooming across a hill (hunting behavior) right towards
us when it was attacked by the local red-tailed hawks.  I never thought the smaller hawks
would actually engage the much larger eagle in aerial combat, but as the photos will show,
they sure did. 

After a couple of fruitless northern pygmy owl safaris in past years, the safari on Saturday
was just the opposite.  We called in an owl that spent 16 minutes very close to us,
changing perches and bouncing among oak branches.  It was the best npo safari for many
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years, possibly ever, and I think everyone shot at least a thousand images before it
ended.  This safari can be very slow and tedious, stopping to call in areas with favorable
tree heights that will at least give us a chance for a reasonable image if an owl comes
calling.  In past years it is an 8 hour day punctuated by nothing, but those hours are
always getting us closer to that fateful, great encounter.  I hope you enjoy the images in
the gallery below.  I'm going to do one last Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari on Saturday,
February 12 (LINK) for those so inclined to do these all-day searches for a very small,
difficult-to-find owl.  Lunch is always good. lol 

There are a couple of other date changes on the safari list.  The National Wildlife Refuge
Safari has moved forward a single day, from Feb 14-16 to Feb 15-17 (LINK).  We travel to
3 different refuges: Lower Klamath, Sacramento, and Merced - over the 3 day safari,
spending the most time at the best, most active bird refuges (seems to change every
year).  The final change is an additional 1-day Bobcat Safari on Tuesday, March 1. (LINK) 
This safari can be done as a single day Bobcat Safari, or combined with the February 28
single day Bobcat Safari and do both days.  These Bobcat Safaris are limited to just 3
participants. 

Wildlife photography is the best.  Come on along. BRP

Here is the test to find whether your mission on Earth is finished:  if
you're alive, it isn't.   Richard Bach 

Northern Pygmy Owl - Pygmy Owl Safari Wallpaper 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy it to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px.  

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2022 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
Safari Page on my website.  That is the most accurate location to view these events.  Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
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New safaris are added every few weeks.  Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK. 

2022 Safari Schedule 

Jan 18-24  Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife Safari  (LINK)   SOLD OUT 
Jan 26-28  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK)   2 Openings 

Feb 2-3  2-day Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 7  Sequoia Winter Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 8  Yosemite Winter Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 12 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 15-17  Klamath and NWR Bird Safaris  (LINK) 
Feb 20  Channel Island Gray Fox Safari  (LINK) 
Feb 22-24  San Diego Wildlife Safari  (LINK)  3 Openings 
Feb 28  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 

Mar 1  Bobcat Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 3-4  2-day Bobcat Safari  SOLD OUT 
Mar 12  Blossom Trail   (LINK) 
Mar 20  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Mar 26  Hummingbird Safari  (LINK) 

Apr 4  Great Horned Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 11  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 13-16  Southern Utah Spring Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 18  Butterbredt Owls and Songbirds  (LINK) 
Apr 19  Oso Flaco Lake Birds  (LINK) 
Apr 26-28  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 

May 3-5  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 
May 11-13  San Juan Island Red (black) Fox Safari  SOLD OUT 
May 20-27  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
May 29  Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge Safari  (LINK)  -  Free 
May 31-June 5  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

June 14  Mineral King Safari  (LINK) 
June 15  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 19  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 27  Sequoia Wildflowers-Birds-Butterflies  (LINK) 
June 29  Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari  (LINK) 

July 10  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
July 19  Mineral King  (LINK) 
July 20  Black Bear  (LINK) 

August 1-5  Glacier Landscape-Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
August 30 to September 3  Mt.Evans Goats/Rocky Mtn NP  (LINK) 

Sept 19-25  Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Sept  27-Oct 1  Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

October 20  Yosemite Fall Colors Landscape  (LINK) 
October 31-November 3  Southern Utah Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK)
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I've seen golden eagles hunting ground squirrels by "zooming" across hillsides, about 4-5
feet above the ground at a modest 10 mph, the first squirrel to break in front of the eagle
is lunch.  In this encounter as the eagle hunted across the hillside it was attacked by a pair
of red-tailed hawks, and a red-shouldered hawk.  A surprise for us and the eagle.
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Last Call Notes: 

Finding bobcats can be tough - even when I know where to look, finding badgers is pure
luck - regardless of the time looking, while a cooperating northern pygmy owl is like
finding a candy-striped unicorn - you just marvel that the stars have suddenly lined up for
you.  Wildlife photography can be the easiest thing, or the toughest - with the deciding
factor always out of your hands and just out of reach.  Wildlife knowledge helps, correct
tactics are handy, understanding exposure and muscle memory to rapidly change controls
on the camera are a plus - but the only truth to success in the field is measured in the
number of hours you choose to pursue those critters.  My success, your success, anyone's
success - can only be measured by the commitment in time you have made, that I have
made. 

I shoot about 130 days a year, year after year.  Traffic doesn't matter, the weather doesn't
matter, other photographers or crowds of people don't matter - it's not about those things,
they are intangibles, they come and go.  What success in wildlife photography boils down
to is time in the field, honing your skills on whatever you happen to see, so that when the
stars line up and the unicorn is in front of you, you do what you always do - quickly,
efficiently, accurately.  If your hours in the field are down, push them up.  Go out, get out;
with a shooting partner preferably or singly if you have to, fill your tank, pack a lunch,
wear some layers, plan a route through ground full of potential targets - and I guarantee
you wildlife magic will happen. BRP

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
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brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.

Forward to a photography friend.......

Copyright © 2022 Brent Paull Photography / American West Photography, All rights reserved. 
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