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Howdy,  

As I sit here to write this newsletter I'm still on a wildlife high from the second winter
wildlife safari to Yellowstone that just ended last week.  I'm doing everything I can not to
hop in my truck and head back to the park ... at least not until the May/June spring
safaris.  After January's winter safari with the bobcat and wolf kill right on the road, I
thought this latest safari would be a letdown.  Less snow, warmer temps, animals possibly
more scattered - but I was wrong, it was a great safari. And now I just want to go back
again. 

I'm going to tell the story of this safari through the images we captured - so I might as
well begin with our arrival into the park the afternoon before the first day of the
safari.  While I've found many bear dens scattered around the park over the decades, I've
never actually seen a bear in its den before.  This cinnamon black bear sow and her two-
year-old cubs put on a show at their den, near the Petrified Tree Road.  She made the
mistake of digging their den on a south-facing slope that was easily revealed once the
snow melted away.  With temps still cold (mid-teens) and no food available (at least that
she could smell), She tried her best to re-hibernate.
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Every trip down this stretch of road required us to check on these bears to see if their
activity level had increased.  We mostly found the sow blocking the entrance, snoozing. 

Days later we encountered a grizzly bear in the Blacktail Ponds area, another bear that had
clearly come out of hibernation but was still very lethargic.  While we watched the grizzly
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boar about a hundred yards uphill from a group of bison, it was clear that the large bear
was more inclined to go back to sleep.  He looked surprisingly like Baloo the Bear in Jungle
Book.  Totally uninterested in food, but willing to sun himself a bit, he finally wandered
back up the mountain into the trees on the southern flank of Mt. Everts, a mountain I've
climbed a few times to photograph bighorn on the northern flank of the mountain.
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The gray wolves were active nearly every day of the safari, providing both closer and
farther photographic opportunities, from pre-dawn darkness to full sun.  Our first full day in
the park found us attempting to photograph a gray wolf at the scene of a bison killing right
next to the road near the Wraith Falls parking area.  Fifteen wolves of the 8 Mile Pack had
stampeded a herd of bison down the hill from the south, across the road, where they fed
on their victim all night.  As we cruised east on the dark road heading towards Roosevelt
Junction we came across a small SUV sideways in the road, trying to light the wolves with
its headlights.  All my shots sucked (at ISO 52,000) but it was an amazing sight - and a
great way to start the day.  Later that morning a park service vehicle and rangers winched
the carcass onto a flatbed for removal from next to the road.  Over half of the bison had
been eaten. 

Over the five-day safari, we had numerous encounters with the wolves that we could
photograph, with the encounter on day 4 being the best.  Again, in pre-sunrise light we
had two coyotes cross the road in Lamar Valley heading towards a wolf-killed mule deer
carcass about 80 yards up the slope from us on the edge of the sagebrush and meadow. 
The wolf was still there, eating alone, but apparently had eaten enough and retreated
when the two coyotes arrived.  It was an uncollared wolf and had evaded the numerous
wolf-watching groups with trackers following the radio-collared wolves. We shot alone for a
while before Videographer Bob Landis (Nova, PBS, NatGeo, Nature shows) showed up,
bringing others with him.  I first met Bob shooting river otters at the Confluence about 25
years ago.
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Different wolf packs were busy throughout the park.  We encountered more wolves in
Lamar Valley and Soda Butte Valley.  One wolf we were fortunate to photograph crossing
Soda Butte Creek and coming right to us.  Some deft driving on my part (some might say
crazy) put us in the best position to capture some of the following images.
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Back at the mule deer carcass with the sunrise light creeping up the hill, the gray wolf
moved up the mountain while coyotes and bald eagles came in to feast.  It was around ten
degrees but severe clear skies made it a great photo encounter.  We were able to
photograph not just the numerous coyotes that came and went from the carcass and their
inter-species behavior, always from different directions, but also the coyote/bald eagle
interactions as they jockeyed for ownership of the carcass (the coyotes always winning). 
We spent several hours shooting the near-constant action.
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It was fascinating to watch the two eagles come and go.  Sometimes they landed 30 yards
uphill waiting for the coyotes to depart, sometimes they came right into the kill and acted
far more ferocious, as the photo below shows. 

As the sun finally reached the carcass we were able to shoot in direct, quality light.  We
tried to call out the bald eagles when we saw them coming from across the Lamar Valley,
but with so many ravens and magpies around we missed a few - and were surprised by
their sudden arrival.
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We paid careful attention to river otter sign along the Lamar and Soda Butte Rivers. 
Photographing otters was high on everyone's list of top target animals, and I received
reports of otters being seen throughout this area.  On Day 2 we found the river otter family
(mother and 2 kits) a mile or two east of the Buffalo Ranch where the river bends in close
to the road before curving directly away.  There used to be a road to some picnic tables
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down in the cottonwoods years ago at that curve, but they were removed when the wolf re-
introduction took place. 

Watching river otters play on the ice is always a treat.  It's been 3 winters since I had a
good photo encounter with them, and shooting them down on the ice was nothing but
fun.  The river ice was melting creating ledges for the otters to jump out of the river on,
rolling and frolicking the way otters do.  After awhile they slipped back into the Lamar and
vanished, gone for the rest of our safari.
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We drew blanks trying to find an active badger - plenty of freshly dug holes, but no badger. 
Another subject high on everyone's list was mousing coyotes.  We saw many coyotes,
usually in pairs, but really only had one exceptional mousing encounter with them, not far
from Floating Island Lake.
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One of my favorite subjects are the decks inhabiting the cold winter rivers in Yellowstone. 
On the spring safaris we shoot the Harlequins, but in the winter it's all about the
Goldeneyes - both Barrows and Common.  On this safari, we found mostly Barrow's
Goldeneyes and we had some fun with them.
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After one hike along the river (looking for the otters again) as I speed-walked the mile back
to bring the truck up to pick up the others, they found four bighorn rams on the cliffs above
the Confluence (of Soda Butte Creek and Lamar River) which gave us some much sought
after ram images.

The moose had dropped their antlers by the time of this safari, though we did manage to
see a few and get one decent encounter to photograph.  And, always the bird
photographer, I did photograph two new birds for me, a Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, and a
Common Redpoll.  The adult Great Horned Owls were also near the nest at Mammoth Hot
Springs.
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After the gray wolves, our next most sought subject was, of course, the red foxes.  We had
three red fox encounters without getting a good photo opportunity.  Again and again, we
slowed the truck once we got to Round Prairie, passed Pebble Creek, and headed
northeast towards Silver Gate.  The first days we saw numerous fox tracks, that were then
covered by the snowstorm on Day 3.  It kind of became a joke - thinking the foxes were
just playing with us, leaving tracks in the middle of the night and then vanishing during the
day.  We were persistent.  On our final morning on Day 5, we made one last venture up the
Upper Soda Butte Valley, and, of course, there were brand new fox tracks everywhere.  We
reached a point before Barronette Peak when suddenly the ever-elusive red fox made a
point-blank appearance in the deep snow under the pine trees.
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Only 30 seconds into the encounter the red fox began to move away.  Then suddenly, out
of the blue came a squeak, then another squeak.  We could hear it in the truck clearly.  The
red fox pivoted quickly back towards us and began a very quick approach, hearing a
possible meal nearby.  For the next 5 minutes, the red fox gave us everything we could
have asked for - moving around, sitting down, etc.  We must have traveled that stretch of
road at least 15-18 times on the safari, disappointed mostly until this beautiful fox made all
those trips up and down the road worth it.  Worth every minute and mile.
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All our cameras were being put through their paces, high-speed motor drives clattering
loudly - except the mirrorless cameras, of course.  It was a thrilling encounter with probably
the most beautiful creature that haunts Yellowstone's forests.  As one of the group said, it
was like the fox had posed in a studio on a white backdrop with multiple lights filling every
shadow. 

Again the fox began to move away, traveling back up the avalanche shute he had come
down.  This time the fox and its tracks matched up perfectly, and as I've spent my life
saying, hard work in Yellowstone always gets paid off.  Always.
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What a way to finish this safari.  I didn't shoot that many images for a 5-day safari, maybe
about 10,000 or so.  The images I'm showing are just the quick picks I made, but I will get
through them all soon - no doubt finding some are better than what I'm showing here. 

The next Yellowstone Safaris are coming quickly in a couple of months.  The two
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Yellowstone Spring Wildlife Safari are on May 20-27, and May 31-June 5.  (LINK)  If wildlife
photography is your thing, or if you want to try it for the first time - this is the place to
start your journey or continue it.  This winter safari last week was awesome, but it pales in
comparison to the spring safaris.  What's different?  Wildlife babies.  Wildlife babies
everywhere. And the parents that have to feed them (think predators - coyotes, wolves,
foxes, badgers, eagles, osprey, etc) are twice as active in the spring than at any other
time. 

These are North America's greatest wildlife safaris.  We shoot in both Yellowstone National
Park and Grand Teton National Park.  There is a discount if you do both safaris (2 day
discount - $600), and a free shooting day in northern Utah on Sunday, May 19 for baby
Western Grebes riding on their mother's back.  That safari is free if you do either spring
safari.  Only pictures can tell the stories I and my clients have had in the spring over the
past 38 years.  Go to the Safari Page at the link above to check out other links to photo
galleries, or peruse my wildlife galleries for the species found in Yellowstone - most are
from Yellowstone.  Group size is limited to 7.  There are 3 openings on both safaris right
now, with openings to ride with me as well.  You will never regret going.  BRP

The only tyrant I accept in this world is the still [small] voice within. 
Mohandas Gandhi 

River Otter Family - Yellowstone Winter Wildlife Safari 

Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy it to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px to easily fit most computer screens.  

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2022 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
Safari Page on my website.  That is the most accurate location to view these events.  Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
New safaris are added every few weeks.  Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK. 
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2022 Safari Schedule 

Apr 4  Great Horned Owl Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 10  Southern California Bird Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 13-16  Southern Utah Spring Safari  (LINK) 
Apr 18  Butterbredt Owls and Songbirds  (LINK) 
Apr 19  Oso Flaco Lake Birds  (LINK) 
Apr 23-25  Morongo Bird Safari  (LINK) 

May 11-13  San Juan Island Red (black) Fox Safari  SOLD OUT 
May 20-27  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
May 29  Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge Safari  (LINK)  -  Free 
May 31-June 5  Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 

June 14  Mineral King Safari  (LINK) 
June 15  Black Bear Safari  (LINK) 
June 19  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
June 27  Sequoia Wildflowers-Birds-Butterflies  (LINK) 
June 29  Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari  (LINK) 

July 10  Peregrine Falcon Safari  (LINK) 
July 19  Mineral King  (LINK) 
July 20  Black Bear  (LINK) 

Aug 1-5  Glacier Landscape-Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Aug 30 to Sep 3  Mt.Evans Goats/Rocky Mtn NP  (LINK) 

Sept 19-25  Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari  (LINK) 
Sept  27-Oct 1  Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

Oct 20  Yosemite Fall Colors Landscape  (LINK) 
Oct 31-Nov 3  Southern Utah Fall Landscape Safari  (LINK) 

2023 Safari Schedule 

February 6-13 Yellowstone/Teton Winter Wildlife Safari  
February 14-16  Utah Raptors Safari  (LINK)
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A couple of landscapes from the winter safari to Yellowstone that ended last week. 
Just fun stuff.....
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Last Call Notes:

I'm excited about the coming months and the bird photography opportunities we will
have.  Whether you like shorebirds, great horned owls, songbirds, raptors - there are
safaris coming up this spring to satisfy the most ardent bird photographers.  I'm looking
forward to all of them.  But no safari is as good as the Morongo Valley Bird Safari here in
California, April 23-25 (LINK),  Go out and practice, it's going to be busy.   

I will be adding many safaris, especially black bear safaris, over the next week - there are
a couple up right now.  Of note is the June 14th Mineral King (Sequoia NP) Safari (LINK). 
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While not mentioned on the safari page, that safari is to photograph the Sooty Grouse and
their babies that I have been thrilled to photograph these past two years.  BRP

Regards,

Brent Russell Paull 
1-559-909-5208 
brentrpaull@hotmail.com 
www.amwestphoto.com 

Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen.  The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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Forward to a photography friend.......
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