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The Black Bear Safaris are off with a Bang
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Hi to all,
There have been some changes to the safari list. Due to Colorado closing Mt. Evans for the year,
and Rocky Mtn National Park instituting restrictive park visitation policies - I've had to drop that
safari at the end of August. I've also added a number of black bear safaris, leaving days open in
August and September for late-season black bear safaris if the encounters remain steady. Also,
the bulk of the safaris through February 2020 are up, including the new schedule for the June 110 Spring Yellowstone/Grand Teton Wildlife Safari. (LINK) Like 2020, this safari next year will
take place in both Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, taking advantage of the wildlife
strengths that both parks showed us this year. The first 5 days will be in Grand Teton NP, the
final 5 days will be in Yellowstone NP. This was such an outstanding safari this year, shooting
both parks and getting remarkably different encounters in each - that it makes sense to change it
up for 2021.
After the tremendous grizzly encounters we enjoyed in Grand Teton National Park, and the gray
wolves in Yellowstone - I wasn't particularly hopeful about the beginning black bear safaris....boy,
was I wrong. This past Monday we had 4 black bear encounters, and a stellar encounter with a
Cinnamon Black Bear Sow and two cubs - one black and one cinnamon. On Tuesday we had 6
bears - 2 sows with 2 cubs each, as well as the same sow from Monday. I shot just over 6700
images on Monday during a 4 hour marathon shoot. The sow was an amazingly calm, tolerant
(of tourists on the trails) bear that gave us just about every look we could ask for. It was a
smorgasbord of behavior and interaction between the sow and cubs, and the two cubs together.
Here are some of the images.

Sequoia National Park Black Bear Safaris
Let's start off with a few of the very best.
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BLACK BEARS
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In this type of shoot, where we worked the bears as best we could without pushing them,
maneuvering for a better light angle was our primary concern. We shot a lot of backlit images,
many in the forest shade with blown out backgrounds, but got a number of opportunities in full
sun. The black bears moved from grassy, wet meadows to the forest floor where the sow tore up
log-after-log eating insect larvae like candy.
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After watching this black bear family disappear across the meadow, maybe 75 yards away - we
waited patiently to see if they would reappear. First, came the sow into the meadow, followed by
the cubs. They were like little torpedoes running after mom through the forest of meadow grass,
nearly fully submerged in it - only the tops of their heads and ears showing as the moved closer
to us. They came up to the trail, pushed right past us, and up onto the hillside. It was all
nothing but fun.
After a while, they moved a bit west, right into a large clearing of pink mustang clover flowers.
We had talked about hoping the bear family would meander that way - and eventually, they did.
Once we and the bears tired, the sow climbed atop a fallen, burned sequoia log to take a nap.
The cubs were nice enough to face us, while the sow faced away. Eventually, they all stopped
moving and the little cubs fell asleep, alongside their sleeping mother, heads tucked into her fur.

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

4/11

3/28/22, 12:13 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

5/11

3/28/22, 12:13 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

The Sequoia Black Bear Safaris will continue pretty steady through July. (LINK) About mid-July I
will add others if the action with the bears stays steady. If we are lucky and find the bears
quickly then the walking part of the safari is fairly short, maybe 2-3 miles. If not, like on Monday,
we walked about 5 miles before finding this sow and cubs - and then another 3 miles following
them and getting back to the truck, sore feet for sure.
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Human judges can show mercy. But against the laws of nature, there
is no appeal. Arthur C. Clarke
Fuyu Persimmon Wallpaper
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your computer. You
can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px by 1080 px. This
image was taken in Exeter, California.

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2020 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these
events. Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks.

2020 Safari Schedule
Jun 21 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
Jun 22 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Jun 25 Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County Show
Jun 28 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Jun 29 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
July
July
July
July
July
July

1 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
6-7 2-day Snowy Plover Safari (LINK)
12 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
13-14 2-day Black Bear Safari (LINK)
21 Sequoia Wildflowers and Birds (Call for information 559-909-5208)
27-30 Glacier National Park Safari (LINK)

Aug 6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 10 Laguna Woods Camera Club (Laguna Hills) Show
Aug 17 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
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Sep 15 Pennisula Camera Club Birds Photography Show
Sep 16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Sep 28-Oct 2 Colorado Fall Colors Landscape Safari (LINK)
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

4-9 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
14 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
19-20 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
26-30 Southern Utah Fall Safari (LINK)

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

16-17 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
20 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
22 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
23-24 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

2-4 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
6-9 Texas Wildlife Safari (LINK)
15-17 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
21 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
22-23 Monterey/Big Sur Safari (LINK)
29 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

2021 Safari Schedule
Jan 5-6 2-day Bobcats (LINK)
Jan 11-13 3-day Bobcats (LINK)
Jan 25-31 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari (LINK)
Feb 7 Channel Island Gray Foxes (LINK)
Feb 9-10 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 12 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
June 1-10 Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Photoshop Processing Tip
Sharpening OOF Images for the Web
In the photography I see online, clearly many people struggle with images that are slightly out-offocus (OOF). Sometimes, an image that is slightly OOF is of such a rare moment that sharing it
for it's impact overrides the general rule not to show OOF images. But there is one thing you can
do to make that image look sharper online, without oversharpening it - which will pixelate it
and/or cause a halo effect if you increase the Radius.
1) Do all the exposure, color, etc adjustments to the image that are needed - at the full-size of
the image.
2) Select the subject (Select >> Subject) then refine the selection as needed with the Lasso
Tool.
3) Make sure and deselect areas that aren't part of the subject, also using the Lasso Tool.
4) Sharpen a normal amount, like 100 Exposure at a Radius of 1, or maybe 140 at R1.
5) Flatten (if you used any additional layers) and Save as a jpg at the Maximum Quality Size
(12).
6) Lower the resolution to 72dpi, and crop the image to an appropriate size for web viewing, like
8x10.
By lowering the resolution, making it smaller to more correctly fit the screen in Facebook or
Instagram, you can now resharpen the image and it will have a greater sharpening effect on the
image. This can save slightly OOF images for use online.
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7) Create a layer to do the subtle sharpening on. Ctrl + J on a PC or Cmd + J on a Mac.
8) Now slightly resharpen the image - at a setting of 20% exposure at R .8 - that's point 8, less
than 1. If you create an Action to do this you can quickly apply it multiple times if needed.
9) You will see the image sharpen beyond what could have been done when the resolution was
300 dpi.
10) If you oversharpen a little, just lower the Opacity of that layer a bit, like from 100 to 75-80,
until it looks correct to your eye.
11) Flatten the layers, and use the Save As command to give the file an extension to the title so
it doesn't overwrite the original file. I usually add an extension like -web. Like D-100101-web.
This extension tells me that the image is at 72dpi, not 300dpi.
Try it.

Openings
There are a couple of openings in my truck for my Glacier National Park Safari at the end of July.
(LINK) This safari is a mix of landscapes and wildlife. It is timed to coincide with the ripe
huckleberries (think grizzlies eating them) as well as preceding fire season in Montana and
southern Canada (think smoke filling the park). Dramatic vistas, lush wildflowers and berries, and
close wildlife encounters really define this safari.
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Final Thoughts
Lately, I've noticed a tremendous influx of advertising directed at photographers. There
seem to be ads for camera carrier systems, software presets, online "master-class" courses,
photoshop training videos, filter systems, photo cheat sheets, and equipment from miniature
tripods to remote lightning triggers. Just about everything you could imagine is out there
for sale, all promising to improve your photography.
The reality is that most of these expensive classes and equipment don't teach you the most
important factor in improving your photography - experience in the field. Experience
informs you as to what to value - what you need to learn, and what you don't. Experience
teaches the greatest lessons in photography, the kind of valuable knowledge that you can't
gain watching a video, reading an article, listening to a webinar, or buying the newest,
greatest piece of equipment. You learn by doing, you learn in the field shooting - day after
day, trip after trip, encounter after encounter.
There is no way to gain those experiences through others. If you want to become a better
wildlife photographer, shoot more wildlife images - have more encounters. If you want to
take better portraits, shoot more portraits. If you want to perfect your own processing
workflow in Photoshop, then process more images in Photoshop. You can't be taught your
personal style, it's developed from within. A hint here, or a hint there might move that
journey along a bit quicker - but in the end, photography is the ultimate personal expression
of the world you see around you. Your style is for you to develop, not to try and copy from
others. Get out and get after it. BRP

Regards,
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Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection that
otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting bigger. Also, I
can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like to do a custom
date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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