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Hi to all,
Thanksgiving is over and Christmas is coming over the horizon. What that means to me
are snow and cold temperatures - and the beginning of the winter safaris I do here in the
American West. Foremost among those safaris is the Yellowstone/Tetons Winter Wildlife
Safari from January 18-24. (LINK) Following the Yellowstone Winter Safari is the Lower
Klamath Wildlife Safari from January 29-31. (LINK) In past years we have photographed
river otters, mink, bald eagles, coyotes, rough-legged hawks, tundra swans, northern
harriers, great horned owls, ring-necked pheasants - and a myriad of other birdlife,
including many other raptors. On the travel day up to Klamath, we stop to shoot the
Sacramento NWR.
February starts out with winter trips to Yosemite on Thursday, February 4 (LINK), followed
by a winter landscape trip up to Sequoia National Park on Friday, February 5 (LINK).
Following those is the Santa Cruz Island Gray Fox Safari on Sunday, February 7. (LINK)
And then the safaris get busier and longer.
I got some good news the other day. Outdoor California Magazine published a black bear
sow and cub image from one of the June 2020 Black Bear Safaris. I had previously shared
it in a July Newsletter. We had photographed this sow and her black and brown cubs for
several hours and this image had been my favorite - so it was nice to see it as a cover
image - my 14th magazine cover. While that might sound like a lot of covers, I know one
photographer from back in the day - Leonard Lee Rue III - who had 30 magazine covers
from around the world in one month (I think in 1973). I keep that in mind.
Lenny was/is a great photographer and I was privileged to shoot with him a number of
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times in Yellowstone. He is 94 years old today and hails from New Jersey. On my last
interaction with him, photographing a coyote den at sunrise near the Blacktail Plateau dirt
road in the park - other photographers were scattered around the hillside but none near
him. With no coyotes visible I walked over and said hello. As we chatted my son Ryan
walked over and commented about how early it was (sunrise) - then, looking Lenny in the
face said "cock-a-doodle Rue". I stood there frozen in mental anguish for a few seconds
before Lenny started to laugh. The moment ended when the adult coyotes came trotting
back into view and I scrambled back to my camera - time to get back to work. Cameras
started to click and whir all around us.

I'm putting together a new safari for mid-May before the Spring Yellowstone Safaris begin.
Don't have the exact dates down yet, but it will begin in Crescent City, CA and travel north
along the Oregon/Washington Coast for a couple of days, then take the ferry out to San
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Juan Island for two days of photographing the red foxes on the island - of which many are
black, a melanistic form of the red fox - then back down the coast to Crescent City. It will
be a 6-day safari. I had a recent client send me a load of information about it, and the
locations she went to and hotels she stayed at - so it should be a simple safari to setup. It
will probably run May 11-16. If any of you think that sounds like an adventure, let me
know. I will probably just not do the southern Utah Spring Safari this year - I've done it
for 30+ years so I can miss a year I guess to try something new.
Lastly, with folks already signing up for the two spring 6-day safaris to Yellowstone at the
end of May 23-28, and June 1-6, I would encourage anyone who is interested to book
early. Besides the 20% client discount, there is also a further discount of $300/6-day safari
if you do both safaris. Just understand that I am taking the busy Labor Day Weekend
(Saturday-Monday) off, then doing the next 6-day safari. That means you get 12 days of
wildlife safaris for $3000.
I hope this newsletter finds you all doing great - out chasing for the awesome wildlife
images. With Covid vaccines coming online very soon, I expect there to be a flood of past
clients who have been quiet lo these many months, anxious to get out and resume their
lives. Give me a call. BRP

It isn't always necessary to achieve great things. Sometimes, just surviving
is a great achievement. Unknown Author
Spring Wildflowers and the Grand Tetons Wallpaper
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to 1980 px
by 1080 px. This image was taken on the Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari
(LINK).
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All the currently scheduled upcoming 2020-2021 Photo Safaris, Workshops, and Shows are
shown on the Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these
events. Here is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next
several months. New safaris are added every few weeks.

2020 Safari Schedule
Dec 15-17 3-day Bobcat Safari (LINK) 1 Opening
Dec 21-22 Monterey/Big Sur Safari (LINK) 2 Openings
Dec 29 Bobcat Safari (LINK) 2 Openings

2021 Safari Schedule
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

5-6 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
9 Northern Pygmy Owls (LINK) 1 Opening
11-13 3-day Bobcats (LINK) 1 Opening
18-24 Yellowstone/Grand Teton Winter Safari (LINK)
29-31 Klamath Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4 Yosemite Winter Safari (LINK)
5 Sequoia Winter Safari (LINK)
7 Channel Island Gray Foxes (LINK)
10-11 2-day Bobcat Safari (LINK)
14-16 Utah Raptors Safari (LINK)
20 Blossom Trail Workshop (LINK)
25-27 San Diego Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

8 Southern California Bird Safari (LINK)
11-14 Texas Bird Safari (LINK)
20 Exeter City Murals Beginner's Workshop (LINK)
29 Great Horned Owl Safari (LINK)

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2 Oso Flaco/Santa Margarita Lake Birds Safari (LINK)
3 Hummingbird Safari (LINK)
12 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)
22 Butterbredt Springs Bird Safari (LINK)

May
May
May
May

2-4 Morongo Valley Bird Safari (LINK)
7-10 Southern Utah Spring Safari (LINK)
19 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
23-28 Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

June
June
June
June
June
June

1-6 Yellowstone/Grand Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)
11 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
16 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
20 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
27 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
28 Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies (LINK)

July 7-8 Snowy Plover/Least Tern Safari (LINK)
July 19 Sequoia Wildflowers - Butterflies (LINK)
July 27-31 Glacier National Park Safari (LINK)
August 24-28 Mt Evans - Rocky Mtn National Park Safari (LINK)
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Fall Safari Images

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

5/11

3/28/22, 12:05 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

6/11

3/28/22, 12:05 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

7/11

3/28/22, 12:05 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAC4AAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbAQDuZkbW6k…

8/11

3/28/22, 12:05 PM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

For those interested in some remedial image processing tidbits of information, I'm
doing a free ZOOM show this Monday night, from 6pm to 7pm. If you are interested,
email me and I will send you the connection information to join up. This class is
basic raw image processing in Adobe CS, and the tweaks I use to get the image to
look a certain way - quickly. Just an hour long.
Monday, November 30
Monday, January 4

Basic Image RAW Processing
Tactics for Improving Your Bird Photography Skills

Monday, February 22

Tactics and Tricks for Photographing Bobcats
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Brent Paull and Leonard Lee Rue III in Yellowstone, April 2004.

At the end of every year, I put together my favorite 25 images and write a paragraph or
two about each that I usually publish on my blog. (LINK). It reminds me that feeling
successful in wildlife (and nature) photography doesn't come all at once. A great
encounter or safari does not equal a great shooting year, neither does a lousy encounter
poorly handled or a bad or slow safari mean a terrible shooting year. It just means you
have taken another step up in skills and tactics because every good/bad encounter/safari
is just part of the process.
For me, I just keep looking, keep driving (unfortunately, nothing is super close by), keep
chasing the next encounter. Like time moving forward through our lives, so the next
amazing encounter is just down that dark, poorly lit road somewhere - maybe seconds,
maybe hours, maybe days, maybe another safari away - but to borrow a quote from
Herman Melville's Moby Dick - “As for me, I am tormented with an everlasting itch
for things remote. I love to sail forbidden seas, and land on barbarous coasts.”
Use your imagination, this is wildlife photography in a nutshell ....(just run with me on this)
Good Luck and Good Shooting.
Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would
like to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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