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Yellowstone Spring - was GREAT, take a look.....
Brent Paull Photography / American West Photo Safaris <brentrpaull@hotmail.com>
Fri 6/10/2022 9:56 AM

To: brentrpaull@hotmail.com <brentrpaull@hotmail.com>
View this email in your browser

Howdy to Everyone,
Another spring Yellowstone/Tetons has come and gone, and the results were better than I could have
hoped. It was an odyssey that put 6700 miles on my F-150 and took me away from home for 20 days. I
shot just over 24 thousand images, and have yet to really go through them, but that time will come. We
were able to photograph grizzlies, black bears, gray wolves, great gray owls, badgers, red fox - and nearly
every other animal in Yellowstone and the Tetons. I hope you enjoy the quick selection of photos in the
gallery in this newsletter.
There isn't a place on Earth where I feel more at home shooting images than Yellowstone. Time and
again we were able to arrive right on time for some type of peak behavior or interaction, or both. Next
year's spring safari will be a bit different. Instead of two safaris separated by the Memorial Day weekend,
I'm going to do 13 days straight, with clients able to book 6 days or more, with a discount for doing them
all. While there were lots of folks in the parks, there wasn't a time where we were unable to get on the
subjects we were after. Those 3 holiday weekend days are just right in the middle of the best wildlife
activity in the park, so next year we are spending 9 days in YNP and 4 days in GTNP, without the backand-forth, and just shooting through the weekend. (LINK)
I've done 4 safaris to Yellowstone so far this year (2 in winter, and 2 this spring) and they have all been
outstanding. I have a single Yellowstone/Tetons safari left this year, the Fall Safari from September 19-25.
(LINK) This safari has three main targets in wildlife photography - the elk rut, the moose rut, and the
bears fattening up for the winter on berries. It's also the best time of year to photograph great gray owls.
This was the season that first brought me to Yellowstone back in 1984 when I was busy learning to shoot
big-game for the magazine freelance work I was doing. There are times I feel selfish about having the
privilege of shooting these parks over and over again and seeing amazing things. If you haven't done a
Yellowstone/Tetons safari, this is the time to go and see what makes it such a special place.
I have just a single opening for the Glacier Park safari from August 1-5. (LINK) You can ride with me from
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California or meet me on location in northern Montana, in Kalispell where we stay. While it's about 25
minutes from the park, the hotel costs are very reasonable at $125/night plus tax, the food options are
better, and the gas is cheaper than staying next to Glacier. We are in the park early every day for a safari
that runs about 50/50 between wildlife and landscapes.
As has happened with most businesses, the cost of travel has increased to the point where my prices for
safaris will be rising about $50/day to cover those price increases. If you compare my daily rates for
safaris to so many of my competitors, my prices are still very affordable, and I do everything in my power
to keep costs down. My group sizes range up to 6-7 photographers, except for bobcat safaris which will
remain at 3 photographers. I'm all about the photography experience, using tactics that place us with the
maximum time at the wildlife encounters we have, whether that's maneuvering with our feet, or some deft
truck driving on my part - and knowing when it's time to leave and continue the chase. BRP

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a
habit. Will Durant, paraphrasing Aristotle
Black Wolf - Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari
Click the link above to download the wallpaper in a new window, then copy it to your
computer. You can see all FREE Wallpaper here: (LINK) The wallpaper is sized to
1980 px by 1080 px to easily fit most computer screens.

All the currently scheduled upcoming 2022 Photo Safaris and Workshops are shown on the
Safari Page on my website. That is the most accurate location to view these events. Here
is a LINK to that page. Below are links to the individual safaris for the next several months.
New safaris are added every few weeks. Upcoming ZOOM Shows are here - LINK.

2022 Safari Schedule
June 14
June 15
June 19
June 27
June 29

Mineral King Safari (LINK)
Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
Sequoia Wildflowers-Birds-Butterflies (LINK)
Snowy Plover / California Least Tern Safari (LINK)

July 10 Peregrine Falcon Safari (LINK)
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July 19 Mineral King (LINK)
July 20 Black Bear (LINK)
Aug 1-5 Glacier Landscape-Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Aug 11 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 17 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Aug 30 to Sep 3 Mt.Evans Goats/Rocky Mtn NP (LINK)
Sept 19-25 Yellowstone/Tetons Fall Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Oct 6 Black Bear Safari (LINK)
Oct 20 Yosemite Fall Colors Landscape (LINK)
Oct 23 Santa Cruz Island Gray Fox Safari (LINK)
Oct 24-25 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Oct 31-Nov 3 Southern Utah Fall Landscape Safari (LINK)
Nov 14-14 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Nov 21 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Nov 28-29 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Dec 8-10 Bosque del Apache Bird Safari (LINK)
Dec 12-15 Texas Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)
Dec 19 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
Dec 20-21 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Dec 29-30 Bobcat Safari (LINK)

2023 Safari Schedule
Jan 9 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Jan 24-25 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Jan 26 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
February 6-13 Yellowstone/Teton Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)
February 14-15 Utah Raptors Safari (LINK)
February 21-22 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
Feb 23 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
Feb 25 Blossom Trail Agriculture Safari (LINK)
March 1-2 NWR Bird Safaris (LINK)
March 5 Santa Cruz Island Gray Fox Safari (LINK)
March 6 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
March 7 Northern Pygmy-Owl Safari (LINK)
March 13-14 Bobcat Safari (LINK)
March 18-22 Yellowstone Winter Wildlife Safari (LINK)
March 28 Great Horned Owl Safari (LINK)
April 2 Southern California Bird Safari (LINK)
April 9-13 Southern Utah Spring Safari (LINK)
May 10-12 San Juan Island Fox Safari (LINK)
May 24-June 5 Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari (LINK)

Yellowstone/Tetons Spring Wildlife Safari Images
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We had so many black bear encounters, amazing moments of behavior and
interaction, that I can't describe them all here. We had mating season behavior
between this boar (black) and sow (cinnamon) pictured above, which I just started
calling it dating behavior. The sow was about 6 feet tall standing up, the boar was
about 8 feet tall. Amazing. Snow was falling during this sequence, and it either
snowed or rained every day of the safaris - though we had times of sunshine as well.
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Another black bear highlight was a black sow with black and cinnamon cubs that
hung out around the new Tower parking lot, the road to Tower from Roosevelt Jct
was open for the first safari, then Dunraven Pass opened on the second safari. We
had repeated encounters, sometimes so close we had to shoot from inside the truck.
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At one point the black sow (the 2 cubs were up a tall pine) was chased by a
cinnamon boar. It happened so fast that all I could do was point and shoot, holding
the back-focus button down and hoping the camera would do its thing with autofocus. The sow raced up a different pine with the boar right behind her. When she
was about 20 feet in the tree she turned and just beat the hell out of the boar,
slapping him in the face with her claws and biting him in the head. Unbelievable.
The boar black bear came away with a bleeding jaw and a poor attitude.

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/inbox/id/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAEYAAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbBwDu…

8/22

6/10/22, 9:58 AM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/inbox/id/AQMkADAwATZiZmYAZC04ZTg4AC0xMQAzYS0wMAItMDAKAEYAAANYM2kKjH2JSYMwYSJVMmwbBwDu…

9/22

6/10/22, 9:58 AM

Mail - Brent Paull - Outlook

No safari to Yellowstone is complete without a thorough search for badgers, and we
were successful in shooting individuals as well as a set (den) with one cub. Nothing
at Slough Creek (a known badger hang-out) but we had success in Lamar Valley and
near the Grassy Knoll in Soda Butte Valley. Just for you Gary......
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While we photographed a couple of red foxes north of Pebble Creek (a great winter
fox location) we hit the jackpot down in the Tetons in the Colter Bay area. A den of
red fox kits (3) was born in a den dug by their parents along the wall of the
laundromat, which was then surrounded by police tape to keep folks back about 25
feet as they strolled by with groceries from the store. The tactical situation was
tough to negotiate, but through mass over-shooting, some images proved to be
human footprint-free (i.e. no building, no concrete, no police tape, etc).
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We hit traditional subjects, at least for me, shooting Harlequin ducks on the
Yellowstone River, and getting a single great gray owl in the Bridge Bay area. Fall is
much better than spring, as the adult owl we found was very wary and only allowed
me a single shot before ditching us in the forest. I have to point out that I'm not
going blind yet as my glasses get thicker, as I spotted the flash of a gray wing in the
forest about 200 yards away, which resulted in this owl.
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On our multiple trips through the Tetons, we made pass after pass looking for the
grizzlies that live in the area from Leeks Marina, past Colter Bay, past Pilgrim Creek,
past the Oxbow, down to Pacific Creek, and out to Two Ocean Lake. Seeing crowds
waiting but no bears, we finally came on an encounter with Grizzly 793, known
locally as Blondie, and her 3 precious coy (cubs-of-the-year). We spent time
dodging other photographers, cars, and bear management rangers bent on safety
(they did great) in order to capture a couple thousand images of this photogenic
grizzly family.
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I'm reaching the breaking point on images I can include in a newsletter, but let's just
say we had dozens of other great encounters - coyotes and coyote dens, moose,
antelope, osprey (at the greatest nest site in the Rockies), but few game animal
babies. The cold, snow and rain, and blustery conditions pushed back the birth of
elk calves and other babies for at least 10 days. But that's what makes Yellowstone
so unpredictable, and such a special place for a wildlife photographer. Here are a
few final images. I hope you enjoyed this visual feast.......lol
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Last Call Notes:
Just some amazing images we were fortunate to shoot. Each passing safari, each passing
year, brings encounters I would never have thought possible. I hope you enjoyed the trip
report.
In the coming weeks, I have black bear safaris that have openings, both next week and in
mid-July. (LINK) And Peregrine Falcon safaris down in Los Angeles on Sunday, June 19, and
July 10. (LINK) I've kept my September safaris schedule to a minimum for now (just the
Fall Yellowstone/Tetons Safari) but will be adding safari dates soon once my personal
schedule is settled.
I hope this newsletter has found everyone healthy and ready to get out and chase, those
great encounters are just around the next curve in the trail, past the next mountain, or
down a dusty dirt road. Don't give up, get after it ... and I will see you in the field yet again.
Regards,

Brent Russell Paull
1-559-909-5208
brentrpaull@hotmail.com
www.amwestphoto.com
Please forward this e-mail to your photographer friends, maybe we can make a connection
that otherwise would never happen. The world of photography is vast and only getting
bigger. Also, I can sometimes change safari dates to accommodate folks, so if you would like
to do a custom date, or see if I can switch a date, just let me know.
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