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This Golden-crowned Kinglet was photographed on one of my black bear safaris in Sequoia National Park, adjacent to 
Huckleberry Meadows. 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm F5.6 PF telephoto lens, ISO 400, f5.6 at 
1/1600 second.  Shot August 24, 2022 at 12:40pm.  Compensation was +1.0.

Safari Details 
 
I first saw (and identified) a Golden-crowned Kinglet 
while I was photographing Sooty Grouse in the Mineral 
King section of Sequoia National Park.  The moment 
came and went so fast that I was unable to get any 
images - as these little birds, and their cousin the  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, are very small and quick moving 
songbirds.  I saw movement nearby in a conifer and 
when I put my binoculars on it the blazing golden stripe 
down the middle of it’s head stunned me.  Beautiful.  
I’ve called and searched for these birds regularly over 
the next four years without finding a single one.

My safari group had already photographed one black 
bear when, as we walked back towards the Crescent 
Meadows Road along the Huckleberry Meadow trail a 
small group of half-dozen little birds fluttered to the 
ground about 15 feet away.  It wasn’t until I put my 
500mm lens on them that I realized they were my long-
sought-after Golden-crowned Kinglets.

Finding them was just the first step in getting an image, 
as they continuously moved from branches to brush, 
back to branches, and so on.  I moved as quickly as I 
could to keep up with them, snapping images everytime 
I got them in focus.  For 20 minutes the chase was on 
through the sequoias and pines and brush in that 
general area.  Of the 20 times I snapped a series of 
images only 4 sets were sharp, and this is one of them.

In most cases I probably would have ignored the little 
birds landing in front of me - just more sparrows or 
ruby-crowned kinglets - though they stay in the trees 
mostly and don’t come down to the ground much.  I 
had already hiked several miles through various 
meadows and down different trails, and the pay-off en-
counter came at the very end - four years of searching 
for these elusive little birds had paid off.
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It is fascinating when an unexpected bird pops into 
view in an unexpected place, but then, I have  
photographed other non-native birds at this park in 
Huntington Beach.  

While many photographers in the greater Los Angeles 
area make regular visits to the Library Park Complex for 
the myriad of birds found there, it is a location that I 
visit only two or three times each year.  On those 
occasions, first, my main target are the blossoming 
cherry trees for the hummingbirds in February, and 
secpmd. as part of the southern California bird safaris I 
do, especially the peregrine falcons.

This image was taken among the blossoming 
cherry trees right below the parking garage at the 
Library Complex.  For about two weeks in late February  
the trees are wrapped in these beautiful blossoms with 
a large number of hummingbirds flitting about.  As I 
moved through the trees looking for angles I was 
surprised by a songbird I didn’t recognize.  

This bird is a native of eastern Asia, but small numbers 
have escaped captivity and have formed a breeding 
area in southern California.  Besides these white-eyes, 
the park is well known for other near and far eastern 
migrants - Orange Bishops, Pin-tailed Whydahs, 
Nutmeg Mannikin, Orange-cheeked Waxbills, and 
Bulbuls, not to mention the occasional parrots.

Southern California is one of the truly great birding 
areas in the western United States, with dozens of 
locations that are both unique to quantity and variety of 
birds of every kind.  Huntington Beach, Irvine, Malibu,
Newport Beach, Van Nuys, San Pedro, Perris - just to 
name a few.

I was surprised to find this Swinhoe’s Whiteye in the cherry blossoms at the Huntington Beach Library Complex, in 
Huntington Beach, California.   
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D500 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm F4 telephoto lens, at ISO 200, f8 at 1/250 
second.  Shot on February 23, 2022 at 1:45pm.
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This image was taken on my Yellowstone-Tetons Winter 
Wildlife Safari.  It is always colder in the Tetons than 
it is in Yellowstone, and as far as foxes are concerned, 
I’ve photographed them much closer there as well. One 
of the great locations in the Tetons is in the Colter Bay 
area, near Jackson Lake.  In the springtime it is great 
for grizzlies, but in the winter it is great for red foxes.

We went through this area a number of times in the 
morning without seeing any foxes, and so we headed 
farther north to look for Ruffed Grouse and Moose, and 
whatever else might cross our paths.  In the afternoon 
we came swinging back through, and again saw 
nothing.  But as we headed south I decided to give it 
one more run, so we circled back for one more pass 
through the area.  Bingo.  A red fox came out of the 
forest right as we passed by.

This fox was somewhat used to vehicle traffic and didn’t 
move away, and people as well - probably due to the 
ice fisherman out on Jackson Lake either giving them 
food, or possibly fish.  We spent about 20 minutes with 
this fox before it headed out onto the lake, following 
the shoreline south and out of sight.

A lot can be said for perfect light - bright colors, few 
shadows, high shutter-speeds, and 180 degrees of area 
to move in to compose images.  Until you have seen 
a winter red fox up close you don’t realize how fluffy 
they are, and suited for the extreme conditions.  Before 
moving to the shoreline this fox dug a whole in the five 
feet of snow about 35 yards from the lake.  He kept 
digging until he was out of sight, possibly digging a 
hole for the night that was coming in a couple of hours. 
While I’ve seen many red foxes curled up sleeping in 
the sunshine in the winter, what they do at night in 
extreme conditions is uknown to me, until now.

Red Fox creeps towards me in deep, powdery snow in Grand Teton National Park on a brilliant winter day.   
 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm Lens, at ISO 200, f8 at 1/2000 second, and eV 
Compensation of +1.33, handheld.  Shot January 23, 2022 at 3:11pm. 
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I’m a firm believer in overshooting a subject, and have 
found that quantity can lead to quality under some 
situations, this was one of them.  We were on the 
Crescent Meadows trail, walking on the east side of the 
meadow, when this bear suddenly appeared out of a 
thicket just feet from us.  It jumped up on a log and 
began to walk towards the meadow, maybe 25 yards 
away.  After it descended from the log it entered a large 
patch of these corn lilies.  I quickly moved off to one 
side and was able to get in front of the bear as it slowly 
worked its way through these plants, sniffing and eating 
plants as it moved.

With the morning sun coming from behind the bear 
and just rays reaching the meadow through the forest 
branches, I caught this image with a little eye shine.  
Getting the focus on the eye was not easy, and the 
focus point continued to jump from leaf to leaf as I 
ripped off images.  It was quicker to just refocus than 
to try to manually focus on the bear’s eye.  

Crescent Meadows in Sequoia National Park is truly a 
unique area, along with the other nearby meadows, to 
search for bears on a summer morning.  From the 
middle of May through the end of July the meadows 
are wet and lush with tasty vegitation for bears to eat.  
Sometime in August the meadows begin to dry out, and 
the bears begin to move into the forests for pine cones 
and berries.  Eventually some bears move down from 
the high meadows into the Oak groves on the side hills, 
looking for acorns, late season berries, and other 
vegitation to eat.  

Many factors can effect bear activity.  Recent or 
ongoing forest fires is a big one, heat, drought, the 
fluctuating berry crops.  But the biggest factor is you 
getting out of your house for the chase.

This black bear is moving through corn lilies, aka skunk cabbage, as it heads from the forest around Crescent 
Meadows into the meadow itself.  
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 800, f5.6 at 1/1250 
second.  Shot June 27, 2021 at 7:30am.  +.6 eV Compensation, with a tripod.
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This image was taken on a bobcat safari in late October 
near the Entrance Station into Pinnacles National Park.  
We had passed through the park to use the restrooms 
and were continuing on the bobcat quest when, as we 
passed the entrance station, I stopped to talk to the girl 
manning the booth.  She said she had just witnessed a 
roadrunner attacking a tarantula.

She pointed it out on the opposite side of the road, just 
uphill from some grading that had been down.  We 
immediately spun around to position the truck where 
we could get a relatively clear shot of the action.  While 
the roadrunner did go behind some bushes 
momentarily, we were able to photograph most of the 
attack and eventual eating, of the tarantula.

The Roadrunner was precise in it’s attack, punching 
holes in the body of the spider and flinging it around 
by it’s legs.  After a few minutes it ate the entire spider 
whole, legs and all.  It didn’t separate the fangs from 
the body like I thought it was - clearly this wasn’t the 
Roadrunners first tarantula.

Sometimes you encounter odd situations with animals 
having interactions that you wouldn’t have predicted, 
and this was one of them for me.  While roadrunners 
are clearly predators, feasting on insects, lizards, and 
some small snakes - I didn’t realize they ate spiders.

The difficulty in getting this shot was the pattern of 
light and shadow throughout the image.  There was 
no particular contrast line, as the roadrunner blended 
with the background - and I lost many images do to 
the camera missing focus by a foot or two, both in front 
and behind the roadrunner.

A wandering tarantula, out hunting for a mate in mid-day light, falls prey to a hunting Greater Roadrunner that had 
no problem killing and eating the entire spider.  
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D500 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 telephoto lens, at ISO 640, f5.6 at 1/400
second.  +.6 eV Compensation   Window rest.   Shot October 24, 2022 at 11:09am. 
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This is a spoony duck (a Northern Shoveler) wheeling 
above a flock of snow geese as the rising sun backlights 
the rising mist near the Landing Deck, at Bosque del 
Apache NWR in New Mexico.  This was an image that I 
hadn’t shot there before, but I had seen an image like 
this that I really liked.  At this time of year, at this 
elevation, there is usually frigid conditions and many 
times snow on the ground.  That usually negates the 
opportunity for this mist to form.  On this safari just 
two weeks ago, we had warmer than normal 
temperatures, hoving around 30 degrees at sunrise.

At sunrise we were at the northern ponds where the 
snow geese gather in the mornings before the big 
blast-off, but on this morning there were on sandhill 
cranes and a few ducks.  We quickly drove into the 
refuge to this pond where we could see geese coming 
into and out of, but more than half were gone.  Still, 
the rising mist and colorful sunrise and the remaining 
snow geese were all the elements I needed to shoot 
this image I had seen in my head for so long.

There were many other photographers there, most 
trying to position themselves off to the right, trying to 
get the rising sun on their quarter, instead of shooting 
straight into it like I was doing.  There was some fore-
ground weeds sticking up, but no avenue to avoid them  
anywhere along the shoreline of the pond, so I just 
shot right through them.

This was an opportunity to shoot pretty standard 
subjects, that I have photographed hundreds of times, 
but now with some dramatic light and color.  This set of 
images I shot with no compensation, I wanted to the 
backlighting to work it’s high contrast magic with both 
the birds and the pond’s rising mist.

When I go on particular safaris I try to pre-visualize the best images I think I can get, that I haven’t shot previously.  
This is one of those images that I wanted to get at Bosque del Apache NWR in New Mexico. 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f8 at 1/6400 
second.  No Compensation.   Induro Tripod / Whimberley Head    Shot December 8, 2022 at 7:25am. 
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There are few things more exciting in Yellowstone than 
coming around a bend in the road and right into an 
encounter with black bears dancing in the middle of a 
meadow.  The black boar and the brown sow kept up 
this unique dance for quite a few minutes, and while we 
weren’t as close as I would want to be, still, we were 
close enough for the 500mm lens to reach out and 
capture some great images.

Snow is falling in this image, as it did every single day 
of the 14 days of safaris.  We got snow, sometimes rain, 
some wind, and blue skies every single day in various 
amounts.  I was lucky in that my safaris ended in 
early June, just a week before massive spring flooding 
destroyed many roads in the park, closing much of it for 
months.

We had two encounters with these bears over the 
course of a few hours just southeast of Rainy Lake, near 
Tower Falls.  While I have photographed many mating 
season black and grizzly bears, and seen a lot of that 
type of behavior - this was the first time I had seen 
them stand and dance.  They would stand and push 
each others paws, bump against each other - and act 
like teenagers on a first date; amazing to watch.

The black boar seemed less entransed by all the 
behavior than the sow, who was clearly the pursuer.  
While she was a typical 220 pound sow, standing maybe 
six feet tall, he was enormous in comparison.  He was 
closer to seven-and-a-half feet tall, probably weighing in 
around 400 pounds.  With them both standing the 
comparison in size was dramatic.  She was careful 
around those big claws and teeth, batting away his 
attempts to pull her closer.  Finally, they both moved 
towards the lake, eventually seperating and moving in 
different directions.

We ran into these two bears exhibiting mating season behavior near Rainy Lake in Yellowstone National Park.  It 
was a blustery day, with more than a week of late season storms - leading to dramatic flooding weeks later. 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 1250, f6.3 at 
1/1600 second.  +.3 eV Compensation.  Induro Tripod / Whimberley Head    Shot May 20, 2022 at 8:34am. 
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A gray wolf moves through the Soda Butte Valley after crossing the river.  A light snow is falling but the wolf is 
moving towards us, giving us some clean portrait images. 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 800, f8 at 1/2500 
second.  +1 Compensation, window rest.    Shot March 20, 2022 at 9:55am. 

Safari Details 
 
There is nothing like having a gray wolf moving towards 
your photography location to get your blood up, and 
your trigger finger humming.  This wolf was on the 
eastern side of Soda Butte Creek - a distant photo but 
still not bad - before swimming the river and moving on 
a diagnol towards us.

There have been times I’ve been called a bobcat 
wrangler for jockeying my truck back-and-forth to get in 
the best shooting position, and that is what I had to do 
to get quality wolf images here.  There were a bunch 
of vehicles filling the turn-outs and basically blocking 
the road forward.  In-and-out, back-and-forth, pass-
ing-and-braking - my truck moved with some agility and 
aggressivness to get good positioning for the shots, 
including this one.

The wolf continued towards us before dropping in to a 
slight ravine, then running up to the road and crossing 
in a burst of quick trotting.  It never felt the need to 
run, or even rush, as it cut through the vehicles on the 
road and headed up the hillside to the northwest, 
eventually climbing out of sight.  

I chose this particular image because his radio collar 
is hidden by his fur coat, he is making eye contact in 
our direction, and there aren’t a lot of distractions in 
the shot.  Over the years of encounters I’ve had with 
wolves, getting images of them coming towards me is 
pretty rare.  It seems each year the opportunities get 
better, and if you have enough encounters, you will 
usually get exactly what you are looking for.  Clearly, 
this is a well-fed, healthy looking gray wolf.  He had 
a destination in mind, maybe some distant howling I 
didn’t hear, and he never changed directions.
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Baby red foxes are highly sought after subjects for every wildlife photographer.  This kit is hiding behind it’s mother’s 
tail as it pears at me while I photograph it. 
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 1000, f5.6 at 1/640 
second.  +.33 eV Compensation.  Induro Tripod/Whimberley Head. Shot June 3, 2022 at 4:27pm. 

Safari Details 
 
While in Yellowstone the previous week I had talked 
to a friend who told me about this red fox den located 
near Colter Bay in Grand Teton National Park.  It turned 
out that the done was right next to the laundrymat, 
actually a hole dug down below the foundation of the 
building itself.  Some police tape kept the group of
photographers back about 25 feet, right to the sidewalk.  
Still, 25 feet is point blank and for anything bigger than 
a squirrel, too close.  My images ended up being very 
tight portraits of the fox kits and the dog (male) and 
vixen (female).

While being that close, legally, was great - it created a 
number of problems as well.  With tape surrounding the 
den location the photographers were forced close 
together on the sidewalk, inhibiting getting the best an-
gle on the playing kits.  There was a steady flow of folks 
using the laundrymat, then watching the fox kits for a 
few minutes before leaving.  The adults came and went 
freely, usually from the west where trees sheilded them 
from view until close to the den.  They brought in a 
steady stream of voles and squirrels, so many that one 
vole was turned into a toy for the kits to play with.

Park rangers wandered by to check on the foxes and 
the tourists, but apparently this had gone on for some 
time and they seemed distracted after a few minutes 
and wandered away.  With railings blocking clean shots 
to the side of the walkway next to the laundrymat, it 
took some bobbing and weaving to line up shots with 
no concrete walkway or railings, or the building for that 
matter.

The foxes had found a home where no bear or coyote 
could prey on their kits, safely protected by a buffer of 
tourists and photographers.  These foxes were smart.

All Images Copyright    Brent Russell Paull©



����� ��

I photographed this massive whitetail buck in southcentral Texas while on my Texas Wildlife Safari.  With more than 
20 points he has drop tines and cheaters.  Just a beautiful animal.   
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f6.3 at 1/250 
second.  No Compensation.  Induro tripod and Wimberley Head.   Shot December 12, 2022 at 8:55am. 

Safari Details 
 
The lack of symmetry is really what makes this white-
tail buck stand out to me - the rack is totally random, 
yea, it starts with the main beam like all whitetails but 
then morphs into craziness.  The ranch we shoot at, the 
5T, or the Tipps Ranch near Oakville, TX is thousands 
of acres in rolling mesquite country.  In past years we 
used blinds, both elevated and ground level, to shoot 
images from, but this year was different.

My friend and fellow professional wildlife photographer 
Butch Ramirez had changed his shooting habits, using 
a ranch vehicle as a makeshift partial blind.  We would 
find a good spot and set up camp chairs next to the 
truck, then shoot from tripods.  Instead of just 
shooting from two different blinds during the day, we 
moved around the ranch and probably shot at ten  
different spots.  After a few minutes the deer, which 
were already accustomed to the ranch’s trucks driving 
around, would settle down and exhibited no fear of us.

The morning we arrived at the ranch there was a mist 
hanging in the mesquite trees and meadows, and the 
deer approaching were like ghosts suddenly appearing.  
What started out at high iso settings and slow shutter 
speeds eventually evolved into more normal exposure 
settings.  As this photo shows, about an hour into our 
shooting, the iso settings were at 400, though the 
shutter-speed was still a bit slow for moving deer.  Like 
I’ve said so many times, I don’t shoot for the album, I 
shoot for the wall or magazine - so initial quality 
matters to me.  When I took this image the mist was 
beginning to melt away - though you can still see some 
in the background.  When this buck got a good look at 
us it moved straight away - and in looking through my 
images this was the only shot I got of this buck 
head-on.
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This is Sacred Dancing Cascades on McDonald Creek in Glacier National Park, early in the morning before the sun 
came up above the nearby mountain ridges.  
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 70-200 f2.8 VRII zoom lens, at ISO 100, f16 at 1.3  
seconds, w/polarizer.  Compensation was +1.3. Induro Tripod and Induro Ballhead.   Shot August 5, 2022 at 6:07am. 

Safari Details 
 
For some reason on past Glacier Park Safaris I had only 
shot this image from a viewpoint, higher on the road.  
This year we moved down to the river to shoot it at a 
much better angle.  There is a nearby walking bridge 
you can cross to shoot from the other side of McDonald 
Creek, but I am shooting from the southwest side below 
the road.

On the last morning of our safari we had decided to 
stop at every single potential location to shoot along the 
creek.  After following the trail down to the river I was 
able to move up the river to get an additional fifty yards 
closer to the actual cascades.  While this is summer and 
the sun is up early, the peaks and ridges surrounding 
this section of creek kept the cascades in shadow, which 
aided our photography a lot.

If you look at the top middle of the image you can see 
some yellow light from sunrise reflecting off that first 
cascade right of middle.  From this spot I still had to use 
my 70-210 lens to sufficiently crop the image to keep 
the brighter hot-spots on the trees and mountains from 
the image.  It was shot at approximately 160mm.  This 
is the middle image of a 5-shot bracket that I used to 
guarantee a close to perfect exposure.

I shot other images with my 24-120mm f4 zoom lens, 
but the wider shots lacked the impact of this image, 
cropped right into the cascades.  I did use a polarizer to 
kill the water reflections, thus giving me a better image 
of the color of the water and darkness of the rocks.  
Many creeks and rivers in Glacier have this bluish-green 
tint them, a result of “glacier milk”, the creek’s  
headwaters being formed from melting glaciers and 
carrying sediments from those glaciers downstream.  
You see this effect in many streams located within  
Glacier National Park.
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The black wolf hesitates for a second before continuing the attack on a cow elk, just out of frame to the left.  It was 
remarkable to be so close to this wolf, and the gray wolf that was nearby, during a winter hunt.
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f6.3 at 1/2500 
second with +1 eV Compensation.  Handheld out the truck’s window.   Shot January 18, 2022 at 10:05am. 

Safari Details 
 
For the first time ever I can honestly say that I was too 
close to these two wolves carrying out an attack on a 
cow elk.  The 500mm lens was just a little too much.  
When we arrived on this scene, minutes into the attack, 
there were a few vehicles in front of me.  I pulled to the 
shoulder and could see two wolves and a cow elk about 
40 yards in front of us, just coming up the grade of the 
road and crossing over to the hillside on the north side 
of the road.

Lamar Valley was brilliantly clear and sunny, and we 
were about a half mile east of the Buffalo Ranch.  After 
climbing a short distance up the hill, maybe 30 feet, the 
two wolves took a break as they were panting heavily. 
The subject of all this was a collared cow elk, who now 
stood in the middle of the road blocking traffic coming 
in both directions.

As wolves do, she was bleeding from wounds to the 
back of her legs as they had attacked her there first, 
trying to hamstring her and slow her down.  After about 
15 minutes the black wolf came down the hill, crossed 
the road, and began circling the cow, who had moved 
off the road and was now about 35 yards into the snow 
and sagebrush to the south of the road.  He circled her, 
feinting attacks in-and-out, apparently just trying to 
keep her moving, wearing her out.

Seeing images of this attack is one thing, but a
ctually seeing it in person is entirely different.  I’ve seen 
a number of wolf attacks since 1995, but always at 
some great distance and never up close.  As a 
wildlife photographer I try to ignore the sentiments we 
feel when a wild animal is being killed, in order to 
concentrate on the photography - capturing the 
intensity and excitement of an encounter boiling over 
with behavior and interaction.
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A California Gull swooped down and captured this shad at the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge west of Brigham City, 
Utah on my Utah Raptors Safari.
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500 f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 800, f5.6 at 1/4000 
second.  +.6 Compensation.  Window Rest.   Shot January 26, 2022 at 4:28pm. 

Safari Details 
 
There are a number of locations we shoot during the 
Utah Raptors Safari that follows the Yellowstone-Tetons 
Winter Wildlife Safari.  Like all winter safaris, success 
is a direct result of how severe the winter is - the more 
the wildlife have to claw for their survival in winter, the 
better are the photographic opportunities to document 
that struggle.

One of the less known predators is the California Gull, 
that come to Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge (BRMBR) 
to feast on the shad.  The BRMBR has the typical road 
network that most refuges have, a road that circles the 
refuge.  There are large ponds inside that road system, 
and on the east and north sides canals move water to 
different areas.

These canals are prime locations for the gulls and terns 
to fish within easy photography range.  This image was 
just one of many I shot on this day when the shad were 
active and gulls were hunting them.  It is very difficult 
for the auto-focus systems of modern cameras to track 
subjects moving directly at the camera.  My Nikon has 
the same issues, but it seems to overcome them on 
occasion - and this was one of them.

The California Gull is easy to ID by both the bright red 
gape of it’s mouth, and that it’s a common gull to be 
found in northern Utah year-round.  This gull began a 
circular dive from about 30 feet, going completely 
underwater on impact to capture this large shad and 
struggle back into the air.  The direct eye contact and 
stunning detail and color make this image really pop, 
and it was an easy choice to make the top images in 
2022. The original image shows the entire gull, but I 
think this cropped-in version has more power by mak-
ing the gull’s face a major part of the composition, and 
minimizing the wings and shad.
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A silver fox (a melanistic red fox) hunts across a meadow on San Juan Island on the San Juan Island Black Fox 
Safari in May.  Could there be a more beautiful wild animal?
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f5.6 at 
1/800 second.  No Compensation.  Handheld.   Shot May 12, 2022 at 11:10am. 

Safari Details 
 
There are three of my top ten images from the San Juan 
Island Black Fox Safari.  These foxes are stunning at a 
distance, and just seeing one across the meadow many 
hundreds of yards away is exciting.  But nothing is 
better than photographing one up close.

Not all of San Juan Island’s foxes are black, probably 
less than half, but the melanistic gene runs strong in 
the fox population.  Last year we photographed a den 
with a black vixen, a red dog (male) - that had three 
kits that were red, black, and brown.  This year we had 
many encounters with both red and black foxes, but this 
is one of my favorites.  The fox was moving through the 
prairie when it began to move towards us.  

At times it just bobbed and weaved through the long 
grass, looking for a vole or an easy rabbit.  We were 
driving down the Redoubt Road that angles off Pickett’s 
Lane when the fox came right to us.  White flowers 
were a nice counterpoint in the green, grassy field.  As 
the fox got close it started to hunt in the longer grass, 
not paying us much attention.  It was an overcast day 
and that gave very even lighting to the scene, 
eliminating overly dark shadows in the foxes already 
dark fur.

Numerous times the fox looked either directly at us, or 
just by us - showing off it’s large brown eyes.  It was 
just a powerful moment and the cameras where all on 
fire shooting images.  There seemed to be some kind of 
hole in the grass, whether a rabbit warren or an old fox 
den I couldn’t tell, but it would walk down into the hole 
until all we could see was the fur on it’s back, then pop 
back up to continue hunting.  After about ten minutes 
the fox took his last trip in the grass near us, then 
angled back across the prairie towards the main den 
about 350 yards away and down slope from the road.
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An unbelievable moment when this bald eagle zoomed across the prairie on San Juan National Historic Park.  It 
crossed the prairie low to the ground, snatched up this baby fox, and pulled back up into the wind to fly away.
 
Taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens at ISO 800, f6.3 at 1/6400 second.  
+.3 eV Compensation.  Hand-held out the window of my truck.   Shot May 12, 2022 at 4:30pm. 

Safari Details 
 
This was one of those moments when you have to force 
yourself to keep shooting, refocus, then shoot some 
more.  We were on San Juan Island to photograph red 
foxes, particularly the black (melanistic) red foxes, and 
even more precisely, the baby foxes, or kits.

We had been shooting a fox den several miles from this 
location when it started to cloud up and I had clients 
who wanted to use the bathroom.  The closest was 
located back in the National Historic Park on Pickett’s 
Lane down near the beach.  As we turned off the main 
road and headed down Pickett’s Lane we could see 
foxes, both black and red, running around in an area 
commonly known as the Prairie.  The previous year my 
wife and I had photographed the den and kits about 
400 yards west of the road out in the middle of the
prairie.  This year the park had closed the prairie to 
walking, though there was an open trail about 200 yards 
west of the den.

We finished our business at the bathroom and headed 
back up Pickett’s Lane going towards the main road, 
there is a grade going uphill from the beach area. About 
200 yards from the bathroom, driving slowly, a bald 
eagle suddenly flashed over the road in front of us flying 
with the wind. I quickly stopped and rolled my window 
down and began to shoot the eagle doing about 25mph 
and about 3-4 feet in the air, clearly hunting.  When it 
got out about 250 yards, having overflown many 
rabbits, it suddenly swooped down and hit a black fox 
kit that I couldn’t see before it struck.  Flairing it’s wings 
and flapping hard, it lifted the fox kit off the ground and 
began climbing back into the wind - coming back 
towards us.  This is one of my final shots as it began 
to fly farther from us.  Not a scene of predation I ever 
expected to witness, much less photograph, and we all 
had feelings about what we saw.
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After shooting in Yellowstone for 38 years I finally had a bobcat encounter in the park.  This young bobcat appeared 
at the east end of Little America, about 350 yards west of the new bridge over the Lamar River.
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f5.6 at 
1/3200 second, compensation at +1 eV.  Shot from my Induro Tripod.  Taken January 20, 2022 at 10:25am. 

Safari Details 
 
We were westbound and shortly after crossing the new 
bridge over the Lamar River we passed another 
vehicle pulled over to the side of the road.  A woman 
was standing in the snow, maybe 15 feet off the road, 
when, just as I passed, she suddenly crouched into 
a low shooting position and brought her camera up.  
While I didn’t initially see anything I knew something 
was happening.  I immediately pulled a u-turn in the 
middle of the road and went back, seeing a bobcat exit 
the willows on the slope below the road, walking 
towards that lady.

I’ve photographed mountain lions in Yellowstone and in 
the Tetons, and Lynx in Colorado, and thousands of 
bobcats in California, but for 38 years bobcats have 
eluded me in Yellowstone.  Others have seen and 
photographed them, mostly along the Madison River, 
but this was my first encounter.

It was clearly a young bobcat.  It didn’t seem worried 
as we took up positions and began photographing it.  
After some minutes the cat moved east down the road, 
then crossed the road and began up the sidehill.  That’s 
when I took this image - the bobcat was just beginning 
to climb up the steep hill.  When it reached the top of 
the hill it moved south towards the mountain, maybe a 
thousand yards away.  To the west a dozen gray wolves 
were still feeding on an elk they had killed and that 
had drawn most of the photographers.  Where the tall 
hill met the road, and the snow had been blown off,  I 
began to climb to the top up that ridge.  On top of the 
ridge the cat crossed the flat bench being harassed by 
magpies and ravens.  I could only hope it wasn’t 
seen by the gray wolves, for there were no trees around 
for hundreds of yards for it to climb to safety.  I had to 
hope it would make it as snow flurries descended on us.
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At sunrise in Lamar Valley we found a wolf feeding on this mule deer doe.  As the morning wore on the wolf departed 
and coyotes appeared, and eventually bald eagles, and the interaction between the two was amazing.
 
This image was taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 640, f5.6 at 
1/400 second.  +1 eV Compensation.  Taken on March 21, 2022 at 7:55am. 

Safari Details 
 
This morning had started off brutally cold in Lamar 
Valley with mist rising in different areas along the road.  
The sun had broken the horizon and yellow light was 
painting the tops of the southern mountains.  As we 
drove east I caught movement at the edge of the 
sagebrush where it came off the hillside into a meadow, 
angling down to the road.  The wolf was moving back 
down to the kill and fed for a few minutes.  The light 
was very low and other than a few initial images I 
waited out the rising levels of light.

As the morning brightened the wolf faded back into the 
sagebrush, eventually moving to the top hillside, maybe 
a hundred yards above the carcass.  Coyotes began to 
move in from all directions, eventually four were near 
the kill, while two others hung back about a hundred 
yards away - possibly from a different pack.

Half an hour later the first bald eagle arrived, 
minutes later a second.  As the coyotes chased each 
other and played dominance games, the eagles moved 
to the carcass and began to feed.  When one of the 
nearby coyotes returned it was faced with a very angry 
bald eagle.  Clearly, they had done this before on other 
carcasses, at other times.  While the coyote would win 
this face-off eventually, the eagle was going to make 
sure and stay on the carcass for as long as possible.

Each time the coyote bluffed a charge the bald eagle 
would scream and sometimes lift-off a few feet.  This 
image was taken during that face-to-face confrontation 
with ravens standing by as witnesses.  When the bald 
eagle finally gave up the carcass it took with it a large 
piece of meat grasped in its claws.  The two eagles 
moved about thirty yards away and began to eat the 
meat they had taken, and then, as suddenly as they had 
arrived - they lifted off and flew into the sunny valley.
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The Spring Yellowstone-Tetons Wildlife Safari was a series of wolf, grizzly bear, badger, red fox, but especially black 
bear cub encounters.  On this encounter the cubs were playing in a tree as we rounded the big curve near Tower.
 
Taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 800, f5.6 at 1/320, with  
+.6 eV Compensation. Handhead as we drove by.  Taken on May 20, 2022 at 4:18pm. 

Safari Details 
 
These black bear cubs put on quite a show for us when 
we encountered them near the parking area for the 
Basalt Cliffs, on the road to Tower.  The sun had already 
passed over the ridgeline and the shadows were just 
starting to darken.  These cubs, always popular with the 
visitors, were being watched over by a couple of Bear 
Management Rangers who kept the folks back a certain 
distance and kept the cars moving on the road.  So it 
was difficult for us to shoot these images given the 
constraints of the moment.

With the windows down I slowed my truck to a crawl 
so everyone got at least some images of the cubs - for 
better or for worse.  I was able to steer with my knee 
in order to get a few images myself, as I slowed down 
the ranger walked towards my truck and signaled me to 
keep moving - so I did.

Black bear cubs are known for their playfulness, and we 
had a half dozen opportunities to photograph cubs.  I 
don’t know if these are the same cubs we shot at the 
south end of the Tower parking lot - but I assume they 
are.  In this image the cub on the left appears brown, 
and the two cubs we had previously photographed were 
of two different colors - one brown and one black, so 
this could very well be them again.  The sow was about 
twenty yards away in tall grass feeding as these cubs 
played gymnastic games in this old tree.

While moments like these warm our hearts, the reality is 
that the lives of these bear cubs, and all wildlife in 
Yellowstone is tenuous at best, always seeming to hang 
by a thread.  While these two black bear cubs play with 
little thought to the constant dangers around them, the 
results played out differently a few weeks later when 
three grizzly cubs in the Tetons were killed by a rogue 
boar grizzly hoping to mate with their mother.
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The relationship issues among red fox adults sometimes boils over, and this pair is no exception.  The vixen (left) is 
savaging the male for whatever mistake he might have made.  He just cowered and took it with no fighting back.
 
Taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 400, f6.3 at 1/1600.  No Com-
pensation. Induro Tripod/Whimberley head.  Taken on May 10, 2022 at 6:29pm. 

Safari Details 
 
The steely eyes of the vixen fox show that she was all 
business as she put a beat-down on the her mate. Of 
course there is no telling what it was over, but the 
larger male choose to just take it.  

It is rare to see these kinds of interactions because as 
wildlife photographer we rarely get to spend extended 
amounts of time with them.  Foxes are crafty, silent,  
and secretive, and having this kind of access to them 
is a privelage.  The safari that I do to San Juan Island 
(Washington State) to photograph these red foxes, both 
red and black versions, is different because living on an 
island among farms, ranches, and visitors makes them 
less wary, and less inclined to flee at the sight of us.

That’s not to say they are tame, just educated in the 
ways of the humans they see around them everyday. 
The greatest enemies that the foxes face are the bald 
eagles that kill their kits (Image 6) and the local folks 
who treat them like pets, feeding them hotdogs and 
other foods they shouldn’t be eating.  Apparently, that is 
an accepted activity from the islanders and without any 
legal recourse.  Most communities and states have laws 
to keep humans from habituating wild animals by 
feeding them, but not here.  I say that sadly after 
watching numerous foxes cross the road into the lo-
cals residential area and return minutes later with fresh 
hot dogs and chicken wings, not garbage stolen from a 
trash can.

I’m looking forward to this same safari in 2023.  The 
dens maybe in different spots, with different numbers of 
kits, but the opportunity for great photography will be 
the same.  The island is a special place - just the names 
of island locations like Friday Harbor, or American Camp, 
or English Camp - for me, conjur up melanistic red foxes 
and bald eagles on the hunt.

All Images Copyright    Brent Russell Paull©



����� �

The same black wolf from Image #9 is now on the attack in-frame with the cow elk.  I choose this as my top image 
of 2022 becuase it was so long in coming, and so dramatic.
 
Taken with a Nikon D850 Camera Body, Nikon 500mm f5.6 PF telephoto lens, at ISO 640, f7.1 at 1/2500, with +1 eV  
Compensation. Handheld out the window of my truck.  Taken on January 18, 2022 at 10:04am. 

Safari Details 
 
This is my personal favorite image from 2022.  As I was 
going through 140 of the top images I had segregated 
from the 80,000 I had taken, this image consistently 
ended up as my top pick.

Of course, if the face of the black wolf had been hidden 
completely behind the elk, and I hadn’t captured the 
eye so vividly, I wouldn’t have chosen it, it would have 
been just another “almost” image.  I’ve shot plenty of 
those.

For me, this image encapsulates all the important 
elements of a good wildlife image: extreme behav-
ior and extreme interaction.  The cow was somewhat 
wounded in the previous attack from the wolves, its 
hindquarters bleeding as the wolves tried to stop it’s 
ability to flee.  There is no good or bad to it, it is just 
the way it is.  It’s never easy to see the reality that 
nature deals to most wildlife - there is no fading away, 
and few animals die of old age.  Some of those at the 
top of the food chain reach that pinnacle, but they have 
faced a lifetime of predators, and even their own, to 
achieve it.

This cow elk was killed not long after this image was 
taken.  I wasn’t there for it, the vehicles on the road 
were forced to keep moving and not stop as the action 
played out.  When I made my next pass there was a 
truck hauling the elk carcass away.  About fifteen feet 
off the road there was a large blood stain in the snow, 
and drag marks to the road.  Such is the way of life in 
Yellowstone, a place where amazing beauty is mixed 
with the life and death struggles of its occupants.  I’ve 
seen amazing things in the park, including wolves 
hunting elk, but never this close, never this personal.  
For all the many thousands of days I’ve spent in the 
Park, this was the most dramatic moment ever.
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Putting together these images each year is an exercise 
in frustration.  Selecting just 20 images is tough, 
looking not just for the unique, but to images that 
mean something to me - after all, these 20 are my 
favorites.

Without the folks (clients and friends) who participate 
in these safaris I probably wouldn’t have done them 
alone, so I have to thank all of you that have come 
along for the great ride that is Wildlife Photography.  
The great part of wildlife photography is the rush of 
adrenaline when some amazing encounter occurs, the 
part that sucks is when circumstances don’t allow for 
great images - which happens fairly often.

Those moments when an encounter works out, like all 
the images in the top 20 this year, keep all of us 
coming back for more, me included.  The days and the 
miles add up, the hours during the day float by, and 
yet the chase continues.  All of us continue the chase 
in our own ways, with the ultimate goal being the 
same - just seen differently.  What I mean by that is 
for some of us it’s the final image, for some it’s the 
experience (with good or bad photos) of being 
around wildlife, while for others it’s being out in nature 
- whatever the end result.  

All three are true for me.  BRP

Best 20 Details 
 
Safari Locations

YNP/GTNP Spring Safari - 4 Selections 
YNP/GTNP Winter Safari - 4 Selections
San Juan Island Fox Safari - 3 Selections
YNP/GTNP Fall Safari - 1 Selection
Mineral King (Sequoia) Safari - 1 Selection 
Southern Utah Safari - 2 Selections
Glacier Park Safari - 1 Selection
Bobcat Safari - 1 Selection
Peregrine Falcon Safari - 1 Selection
Santa Cruz Island Fox Safari - 1 Selection
Bear River MBR Safari - 1 Selection

Time of Photos

Morning 5:30am to 10am - 9 Selections
Late Morning 10am to 1pm - 5 Selections
Afternoon 1pm to 4pm - 2 Selections
Early Evening 4pm to 7pm - 4 Selections

Lens Used 
 
500mm Telephoto - 18 Selections
70-200 f2.8 Zoom - 2 Selections
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